
Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Grand Rapids, MI 
PERMIT NO. 323 

DATED MATERIAL:  
Taken to the 

Bulk Mailing Unit 
Grand Rapids Post Office 

On March 18, 2010 

 

47 Jefferson Ave., S.E.  ·  Grand Rapids, MI 49503  
 

Return Service Requested  

You are cordially invited to attend Westminsterôs 
Annual Easter Breakfast  

Sunday, April 4th  between the 2 services  
from 9:30 to 10:30 in the Dining Room.  

 

A free will offering will be taken. 

  

 

From our senior pastor  

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Grace to you and peace from the Lord Jesus Christ and God our Creator!  Our April 

Chimes announces Easter and the beginning of the Easter season.  In the midst of a 

hard world that challenges our trust in a loving God comes again the Good News, 

ñChrist is risen!ò And in all of our varying degrees of belief and unbelief we respond, 

ñChrist is risen indeed!ò  Praise God for the gift of the church that holds our lives and 

our doubts and our confusion and our hope and blesses us, blesses us in all that we 

areé and more. 

 

Many people have told me about how excited they have been, how Easter-like it feels, 

to be brought in the creative efforts of the Peggy Hertel Mission Legacy.  I am very 

glad for the enthusiastic response!  I myself was challenged by it!  My first thought 

was, ñAll those people who thought this up: they are entrepreneurs and creative and all 

kinds of things that I am not!  YikesðIôm not sure I know how to do this at all!ò  So, it 

has taken me a few weeks to figure out what God might be calling me to.  It has been a 

little uncomfortable. 

 

I have had to rethink my gifts and my sense of stewardship.  I have been challenged by 

the parableôs metaphor of buried talentsðIôve had to do some digging.  Iôve been 

challenged by Peggyôs genuine legacy of missionðIôve had to aspire.  Iôve been 

finally excited to think that I could actually help in a ñmoneyò way.  Iôm not sure I 

want to admit, but I think itôs been good for me. 

 

Christ is risen and Godôs Spirit is loose in the worldðand that changes everything, 

even things that I thought were all settled, like what I was capable ofé  Itôs good when 

the gospel can preach to the preacher.  I am so grateful to the Westminster community 

for the privilege of offering my gifts here in preaching the gospel and for the privilege 

of hearing it, too.  Christ is risen indeed! 

 

Grace and peace, 

 

Rev. Chandler Stokes 

Chimes  
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You may have noticed that our newsletter deadline is a bit earlier.  Articles and updates are now due 
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Presbyterian 
Women of 

Westminster 
 

 

PWW Scholarship Application Deadline is May 15  

High school senior women of Westminster who will be 
pursuing a higher education, either at a university or trade 
school, are encouraged to apply for the $1,000 Presbyterian 
Women of Westminster (PWW) Virginia Schultz Memorial 
Scholarship.  In 2010 the amount of the scholarship was 
increased from $500 to $1,000 and renamed in honor of our 
dear friend and mentor, Virginia Schultz.  Applications are 
available from Nate Roosien and are also available on the 
PWW bulletin board.  The application deadline is May 15.  
The scholarship is designed to recognize a senior woman who 
has demonstrated a desire to meet the communityôs needs 
through service and who best furthers the goals of PWW.  The 
one-time award will be payable to the university or trade 
school. 
 
MID -WINTER DAY OF DEDICATION A SUCCESS 

AGAIN!  

The fourth annual Presbyterian Women of Westminster Mid-
Winter Day of Dedication on February 6 was the success we 
hoped it would be.  We want to thank all of those who donated 
items for the Valentine's Day Bag project that provides 
cheerful gift bags to women living in various shelters 
throughout the city, including victims of domestic violence and 
homelessness.  We are hopeful the recipients of the bags will 
feel loved and special at this difficult time in their lives.  We 
were able to put a hand knit scarf in every bag!  We also want 
to thank the youth of our church for helping out during the 
overnighter to sort through all the donations, a task that can be 
overwhelming at times! 
And, we managed to accomplish both our mission projects all 
on the same day!  The women who helped us fill the Gathering 
Place and dining room with a buzz of activity managed to: 

Assemble 195 bags for the Valentine Bag Project  
Collect 10 baby gowns for Africa 
Complete kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), 
including 22 Baby Kits, 71 Hygiene Kits and 35 School 
Kits. 

 
The December sale of gift baskets and Butter Braids helps 
fund these projects and PWW heartily thanks the congregation 
for its generous support.  Thanks also to the individuals and 
families, Circles and individual Circle members who donated 
kits or supplies for kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  
And, last but not least, thanks to  a very energetic group of 
women! 
 
WATCH OUT!  The Presbyterian Women of Westminster are 

hoping to increase our goal  to 300 next year! 

G.R.A.C.E. HUNGER WALK  

The  33rd annual GRACE Hunger Walk will 
be held on Saturday, May 1.  Come to the 
Mission Action Table in the Gathering Place 
to sign up to be a walker or to support 
someone else who is walking. 

This year's goal is $160,000 to support local 
and international work to alleviate 
hunger.  Local groups receive funding from 
the Hunger Walk, including our own Hard 

Times Cafe and the ACCESS food pantry system of which our 
Westminster Pantry is a part. 

Please stop at the Mission Action Table or talk to anyone on 
the Community Ministries Committee to learn how you can 
participate this year. 

C O M M U N I T Y  M I N I S T R I E S  

Chris Mergener, Anne Weirich 

W O R L D W I D E  M I N I S T R I E S  

Ron Hoekman, Anne Weirich 

Pilgrimage to Turkey Planned for 2011  

The Worldwide Mission Committee would like to announce the 
next pilgrimage for Westminster members and friends: 

The Cities of John and Paul:  A Journey to Asia Minor 

When: October 2011  
Where: Beginning in Central Turkey we will explore the site 

of an early Christian community in Cappdocia and 
then travel West visiting some of the most important 
places in Paul's journeys - Antioch, Ephesus, Sardis 
and Pergamon. 

 We will also visit sites important in the history of Asia 
Minor - the cosmopolitan cities 

 of ancient Greece and Rome as well as some sites 
important to Islam and the Ottaman Empire.  We will 
end in Istanbul. 

Cost: Early estimates are between $3,200 and $3,400 per 
person 

Extra : For those who are interested, travel to Greece via 
cruise ship is available at the close of the pilgrimage 
as an option 

A preliminary itinerary and description are available at the 
mission action table each Sunday.  A deposit is required to 
reserve a space (date and amount to be determined).  Also, please 
indicate if you would like more information about the Greek 
addition. 

Once we have a core group of 20 or so participants, more detailed 

plans will be made.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Rev. Anne at annew@westminstergr.com or phone 717 5544. 

 
Due to the sad violence in Cuidad Juarez, the mission trip 
scheduled for Spring Break has been reconfigured to take place 
in El Paso at the Lutheran Border Immersion Project where we 
will still be accompanied by our Presbyterian mission partners. 

The nominating committee invites all who would like to learn more about being called to service as a deacon to an open meeting 
Sunday, May 2 after the 10:55 service in the Parlor. 
 
Members of the current deacon board, staff and nominating committee members will be there to give information about the 
various deacon ministries - administrative, caring and sustaining.  If you would like to explore this call, please stop by.  If you are 
interested, but not able to come to the meeting please contact Sue Bylsma (633-0039), Anne Weirich or Nancy Clodfelder. 
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 IN OUR CONGREGATION  

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
Lou Vanderhave as he recuperates from surgery 

at Spectrum Hospital.  

Larry Merryweather as he recuperates from 

treatment.  

Sue King upon the death of her sister in California,   

and Marilyn Lawrence & Sherry King for the loss 

of their beloved aunt.  

Pridge Dalgliesh misses her Westminster family, 

and would love to receive a card or phone call 

expressing your prayerful good wishes.  She is 

working hard in recovery from a stroke at Porter 

Hills Health Center.  

Vickey Parker for the unexpected death of her 

younger brother.  

Prayers for our friends in Juarez, Amy Robinson 

and Jaime Duanas , living in the midst of such 

violence.  

Please make use of the Weenink Prayer Room, 
located between the Library and the Chapel, to 
remember these and others in your prayers. 

Handyman Fellowship Group  

Please join us on the 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 9:30 am for a time 
of coffee, baked goods, and fellowship, then tackling a list of 
needed repairs to the church.  We plan to meet every other 
week.  All skill levels welcome. 

Baptisms  

If you have a child that you would like to have baptized we are 
offering baptism on Sunday, May 9th - Motherôs Day!  Please call 
Becky Wells (717-5532) in the church office or Sherrill Vore (717-
5541) to register. 

Office Projects   
During the day if you have a project that involves using office 
machines and/or staff assistance please call Kathy Cisler at 717-
5533 so that your project can be coordinated with the office staff. 

WPC Softball Sign -Up  

Westminster has fielded a co-ed recreational softball team for 
many years and we have a great time!  We play other church 
teams on Friday nights from the 3rd week in May through 
July.  The paperwork for signing up will be in the Westminster 
office the first 2 weeks in April.  The signup and payment 
deadline is Sunday, April 11.  The cost is $50.  We welcome new 
players and are in particular need of females this year to balance 
our roster.  If you have any questions, please contact Tammi Van 
Til at 454-9647.  Thank you! 

 
With deepest gratitude for your love, support,  

and prayers throughout the journey,  
the Westminster congregation is cordially invited  

to a service of worship and celebration 
 
 

The Ordination of Ann Conklin to the  
Ministry of Word and Sacrament 
Saturday, May 8th at 4:00 p.m.   
Westminster Presbyterian Church  

 
 

Reception for all  
in the Gathering Place following the service  

Childcare available 
 

AN ANNIVERSARY!!  
If you have called the church office 
to ask about baptism, to register 
your middle or high-school student 
for a retreat or mission trip, to let us 
know about the birth of a child or to 
make sure that someone knows that 
a loved one is in the hospital then 

you have probably spoken to Becky 
Wells.  If you have followed the 
bulletin at a music concert or 
received a post card reminder about 
an intergenerational family event, 

you have held in your hands an example of Beckyôs work.  If 
you joined Westminster within the last 15 years then the packet 
of information that you received to help you acclimate to this 
busy church was prepared by Becky for your use and support.  
During March we celebrated Beckyôs 15th year as an 
Administrative staff person in our church office.  While her 
primary responsibilities are in the ministries of membership, 
music and education her many skills, welcoming spirit and wry 
sense of humor provide support to all of the work and ministry 
that happens here!  The church staff celebrated with a luncheon 
in Beckyôs honor last month. We invite you as well to say a 
prayer of thanksgiving for Beckyôs presence among us and 
offer her a word of blessing when next you speak with her. 
Becky is now the primary contact for all bulletin 
information!  Please see her to include your announcements 
in the weekly insert. 

Financial Summary 
As of March 15, 2010 

 
 February  YTD   
Income:   $ 96,114.00 188,028.00 
Expense:   $ 96,674.00 191,326.00 
Difference: $ (560.00)  (3,298.00) 

mailto:annew@westminstergr.com
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S M A L L  G R O U P S  

CHURCHMENõS LUNCHEONS 

Don Gordon 
 

Weekly Buffet Luncheon  at 11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation 

Donation $4.00 
 

 

All are welcome at this 
ecumenical gathering! 

Westminster  Presbyter ian Adul ts  
 

 

 

 

 

K ay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 8th 
Punchbowl at 11:30 - Luncheon at 12:00 

 

Our guest, Doris Larson, will offer an in-depth perspective on 
the April/May WPC Gallery display of heirloom quilts.  You 
are invited to bring along your  family quilts and share the 
stories they inspire. 

Eaton Circle  will host a meeting on Wednesday, 
April 7 at Noon at Porter Hills (near the Village Café).  
After lunch, a group Bible study is planned.  Call 
Genny Bratschie at 676-4191 for more information.  

Elisabeth Circle will meet Tuesday, April 27 , at 
7 p.m. in the Westminster library.   Call Bernice 
Rynders, 447-9129, for information, including optional 
dinner plans prior to the meeting.  

Evergreen Circle  Our regular weekly meetings 
continue on Wednesdays in April at 7 p.m. in the 
Westminster library.  Contact Mary Jane at 942 -1837 
or mjlamse@hotmail.com to register.  

Joy Circle will meet on Tuesday, March 30 & 
April  27 at Wealthy Street Bakery from 7 -8:30 pm.  For 
more information or if you would  like to be on the 
email  l ist  contact Meredith Baker at 
mere4114@yahoo.com .  

Mary Martha Circle    New members are always 
welcome, but we are currently taking a brief break 
from our regular meeting schedule.  Questions, 
p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  e m a i l  A n n e 
Ray......annekeray@sbcglobal.net  

Ruth Eastwood Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
April 7  at 10 am in the Conference Room .  Please 
study chapter 14 in The Geography of God .  

WPC Book Group Selections for 

SPRING  2010  

 

Looking for a good read and lively discussion?   

Please join us at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor. 

 

April 18 :  "The Madonnas of Leningrad"  

by Debra Dean 

Beautifully written and richly layered -- Author Debra 

Dean achieves the daunting task of juxtaposing the horrors 

of war with the timeless beauty of art. 

 

May 16:   "Doubt"  

a play by John Patrick Shanley 

Winner of the 2005 Pulitzer Prize for Drama -- Shanley 

doesn't give any easy answers to the doubts and questions 

raised in this multi-dimensional drama. 

DATE SPEAKER TOPIC 

April 7  Mrs. Deborah Armstrong 
Mrs. Deborah Armstrong is a 

member of Inter City Christian 

Federation and responsible for 

ministry with families 

  

ñFamily 

Havenò 

April 14  The Rev. Mr. Lou 

VanderMeer Mr. VanderMeer 

is the Senior Pastor at New 

Community Church. 

  

ñThe Bible 

Speaks To 

Youò 

April 21  Mr. Paul Dull   
Mr. Dull is the principal of 

Potterôs House Christian High 

School. 

  

ñChristian 

Education 

in an Urban 

Settingò 

April 28  The Rev. Mr. George 

Heartwell  

Mr. Heartwell is an ordained 

minister in the United Church of 

Christ and mayor of the City of 

Grand Rapids. 

ñState of 

the Cityò 

SOMETHING  FOR  THE  NEWSLETTER ? 

Please note that the deadline for submission to the 
Chimes is the second Thursday of the month.  We 
have changed our deadline in order to send you fresh, 
updated news a bit earlier. 

On the third Thursday of every month, volunteers assist 

us in preparing the Chimes for mailing.  A one-week 
turn-around is important to assembling a quality newslet-
ter 

If you would like to help us process the bulk mailing, 
contact Michele at michelet@westminstergr.com or  
717-5531. 
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SUNDAYS AT 8:30 & 10:55 AM 
 

APRIL  1 ð M AUNDY  THURSDAY  ð 7 P.M . 
Tenebrae Service 

The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 
 Meditation by Rev. Anne Weirich  

 

APRIL  2 ðGOOD FRIDAY   ð NOON 

Ecumenical Service at Central Reformed Church 

Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching (among others) 
 

APRIL  4ðEASTER 
The Sacrament of the Lordôs Supper 

Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Romans 8 
Death and Resurrection Hope 

ñThe earliest Christians didnôt spend much time  
trying to explain the resurrection.   

They simply followed and let  
the resurrection explain them.ò (Anonymous) 

 
APRIL  11ðTHE SECOND SUNDAY  OF EASTERTIDE  

Rev. Anne Weirich preaching on John 20: 19-29 
A Single Feeling of Love 

"Peace with God means conflict with the world,  
for the goad of the promised future  

stabs inexorably into the flesh  
of every unfulfilled present."   

Jurgen Moltmann, The Theology of Hope 
 

APRIL  18ðTHE THIRD  SUNDAY  OF EASTERTIDE  
Confirmation Sunday 

Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Acts 9:1-20 
Finding Your Way 

ñéhe is an instrument whom I have chosenéò (Acts 9:15) 
 

APRIL  25ðTHE FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF EASTERTIDE  
Childrenôs Musical 
ñOnce Upon A Parableò 

Featuring our children in the Carol and Chapel Choirs  

 A H E A D  I N  W O R S H I P  

Steve Baron, Chandler Stokes 

M U S I C  

Lee Copenhaver, Helen Hawley,  
Roger Nelson, Jackie Schoon 

Children's Musical  

The Carol Choir (grades 3ð5) and Chapel Choir 
(grades 6ð8) musical this year is ñOnce Upon a 
Parable.ò  This is a popular musical that teaches the 
parables of Jesus using fun music and creative 
dialogue.  Our kids are working very hard to learn the 
lines and the music, and many Westminster adults are 
also involved in the production.  You can look forward 
to the final result at both services on Sunday, April 
25th! 

Music for Holy Week  

Also in April, the Sanctuary Choir will be singing for 
the Maundy Thursday evening service on April 1st 
and during both services on Easter Sunday, April 4th.  
The Easter music will include accompaniment by brass, 
organ, timpani and handbells.  The Kirk Singers will 
sing later in the month, on April 18th .  We are so 
fortunate to have so many musical volunteers willing to 
share their talents in the worship services at 
Westminster! 

F I N E  A R T S  

Doris Larson 

As the world becomes more global, we need to talk to similar congregations from around the world, and this is OUR CHANCE 
to be a part of the conversation.  With our brothers and sisters from other denominations, we can work together to change the 
world! 

How Can I Help?  

There is a wonderful tradition at these global ecumenical gathering that gives the delegates the priceless opportunity to meet 
local congregations, participate in their worship and to personally connect with individual Christians from another part of the 
world.  Participation from every congregation will be needed to make this event a success. 

Welcome Delegates: attend a welcome brunch after worship on June 20th, then join delegates at the Ecumenical Worship 
service at Calvin College at 4 pm. 

Share & Host:  Sign up to host two delegates in your home Sat. evening June 26th.  Show them around local sights, treat 
them to a meal.  Sunday, bring the delegates to church and transport to the airport.  

Volunteer During the Council: from driving golf carts, to ushering, to passing out water, the energy of hundreds of 
volunteers is needed to support this event - from the June 22nd PowWow to the June 25th banquet. 

Banquet Hosts:  Pairs of hosts are needed at tables for the closing banquet on Friday, June 25th at DeVos Place. 

 
Stop by the  Mission  Action table in the Gathering Place to sign up for any of these opportunities. 

 For more information, please contact event coordinator Karen Fitz-LeBarge - kflabarge@gmail.com 

1,000 People from  

100 Countries  

World Communion of 

Reformed Churches  

Something of Value:  Stories in Stitches  

 
During April and May, quilted work 
will be on display in the Westminster 
Art Gallery.  This display will coincide 
with a meeting of the WPA Seniors on 
Thursday, April 8th, when Doris Larson 
will be telling a story ñSomething of 

Valueò. After the story, folks will be sharing stories of 
quilts that have importance in their lives.   

Anyone with a family quilt which they would be 
willing to bring to that event is urged to do so.....the 
older the better. 

mailto:mjlamse@hotmail.com
mailto:mere4114@yahoo.com
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S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 0 9:  Celebrating Our Gifts From God  
Steve Pastoor, Chandler Stokes 

Y O U T H  &  Y O U N G  A D U L T S :   W o r l d  O n  F i r e !  

Randy Flood, Nate Roosien, Christy Roosien 

On March 7, The Peggy Hertel Mission Legacy was introduced to the Westminster congregation. Peggyôs Legacy 
is a means by which we can honor Peggy, and our vision of worship, mission, and community by raising 
funds that will be totally dedicated to mission. 

Peggy Hertel and Missions: The simplest and finest analogy we could personally experience at 
Westminster. Peggy worked tirelessly to carry out Godôs Work. Her call, her vision, and her life expressed a 
celebration of Godôs gifts, her thankfulness, and her need to live the life God intended. Peggy Hertel -
synonymous with grace, love, peace, joy, and faith. 

On March 7, $20 was given to all who attended worship, and is still available to anyone who was not able to be with us that Sunday. 
So far, that is $ 14,000 from a mission endowment fund that we have to pay back. The other goals of Peggyôs Legacy?...supporting 
an additional 3% of mission giving from our budget, building a Westminster Habitat House, and dedicating funds to a special 
ñsecretò gift. 

Are you like me; wondering what to do with this $20? Here is the answer. Use it and build it. Merge your new wealth with others. 
Use your imagination to increase this $20 by 10-fold, 20-fold, and more. Dedicate the $20, and the symbolism of it, to carry out 
Godôs Work outside the doors of our beloved Westminster. Perhaps your use of the money might involve those outside our Church 
family by making them aware of all we do. Still not your cup of tea? Write a check, but do so keeping Peggy in mind. Even betteré
sacrifice to write that check. You can be confident that Peggy is smiling down on you. 

That $20 gift from the Mission Committee makes all of us missionaries. Peg was born to missionary parents. Peg lived the life of a 
missionary. She would be SO proud that she is now included with all of her fellow Westminster-ite Missionaries. 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23, we will make our contributions and dedicate Peggyôs Mission Legacy. See what God can do 
through you.  

    On behalf of a joyful Stewardship Committee, 

Steve Pastoor, Elder for Stewardship    

Confirmation Sunday -  April 18  
Please join us at the 10:55 service for Confirmation Sunday!  Seventeen 8th graders will be formally confirmed as 
members of Westminster Presbyterian Church. They will be finishing a 10 session class that will have met over the past 14 
weeks on Sunday mornings, finishing with a Retreat to Camp Henry and a banquet with Session and family members.  
 

Youth Events in April:  
Sunday April 4  EASTER  No Regular Youth Group or Choir in the evening  
 
Sunday April 11  Middle School Youth Group  4:30 pm ï 6:30 pm Dinner $5  
 Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm ï 7:30 pm Dinner $5  
 
Sunday April 18  Middle School Youth Group  4:30 pm ï 6:30 pm Dinner $5  
 Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm ï 7:30 pm Dinner $5  
 
Sunday April 25  No Middle School Youth Group  Musical in the morning!  
 Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm ï 7:30 pm Dinner $5  
 

Please check our website to find up - to -date information about upcoming  
Youth Ministry Events! www.wpcyg.org  

 Peggy Her tel  Mission Legacy 
Ȱ4Ï ÓÅÅ ×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÕÓȱ 

I n c r e d i b l e !       E x c i t e m e n t !       E n t h u s i a s m !   

These are the first three thoughts that come to my mind as I reflect over the past few weeks 
ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÕÎÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÅÇÇÙ (ÅÒÔÅÌ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ ,ÅÇÁÃÙ &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒȢȱ   )ÔȭÓ ÍÁÒÖÅÌÏÕÓ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÒÅÁÔÉÖÅ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÇÒÏ× ÁÎÄ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÙ ÁÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ȰÌÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÁÂÌÅȢȱ  7Å 
are very encouraged to see everyone embrace this new fundraising idea as we continue to live 
our vision and commitment to mission.   

I am amazed to see how rapidly the event has grown and spread. We even had a member 
ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ ÉÎÑÕÉÒÅ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ȱ-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ %ÎÖÅÌÏÐÅȱ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÇÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÒÉÇÈÔ 
Á×ÁÙȢ  &ÏÒ ÓÏÍÅȟ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÅÁÓÉÌÙȠ ÆÏÒ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÏ ÅÁÓÙȢ 
)Æ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÈÅÌÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅȟ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ 7ÅÓÔÍÉÎÓÔÅÒȭÓ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË 
page. You can post your idea via email to nater@westminstergr.com or 
annew@westminstergr.com, or stop by the Mission Action table for help getting started or with 
any questions you may have. 

Good luck in your adventure and thank you for your dedication and efforts in making this 

Planning A Sale?  Want some company?   If your idea involves a sale of 
some kind (baked goods, plants, 
rummage) and would like to join 
forces with others doing the 

same, contact the church office 
with dates, times & contact info:   
michelet@westminstergr.com or 717-5531. 

9 

 

SUNDAY MOR NING EDU CA T ION &  FO RMA TION  

Doug Dowling,  Sherr i l l  Vore 

April 4  EASTER MORNING 

There are no Education Hour classes this morning.  Please join us for our annual Easter Brunch, 

served between the services. 

 

April 11  GIFT: Welcome at the Table 

Over the centuries there have been a number of conversations over matters of faith that found 

thoughtful members of the Christian church in opposition to one another.  The place of gay and 

lesbian people in the life of the church in the 21st century is certainly one such challenge.  Today we 

welcome Teresa McClellan, the Faith Advocacy Coordinator for GIFT (Gays in Faith Together) to 

our Kirk Academy forum.  She will share information and thoughts about her work at gathering a 

coalition of churches, individuals and organizations that support the message that one can be both 

gay and Christian.  Teresa McClellan retired in 2009 after serving 28 years as a reporter with the 

Grand Rapids Press, covering topics from religion to schools to crime.  She currently works for 

GIFT and also freelances helping people write songs for themselves or as commercials for their 

businesses.  Meets in the Chapel. 

 

April 18  Israelis and Palestinians: Continued Explorations  K IRK  KOFFEE ï Meets in the Parlor. 

Keith St. Clair, Asst Professor of Political Science at GRCC, spent some time with us in March 

providing historical background and reflections on the difficult and challenging relations between 

the Israelis and the Palestinians.  Today we will gather in the parlor with Keith for coffee and 

informal conversation on the topic.  Keith has traveled extensively in the Middle East and has many 

stories and experiences that impact his work and his observations about the region.  Bring your 

questions and wonderings! 

 

April 25  Back From the Border: Westminster Border Ministries Team 

Our Mission Team to Mexico and the Border Ministries celebrated Easter morning with our partner 

churches and then spent Spring Break week working and learning in partnership.  Join the team for 

an account of their work, experiences, reflections and growth.  Meets in the Chapel . 

 

Weekly  THE BIBLE SPEAKS TODAY (Our on-going Adult Bible Study):  April 11 to May 23 

"The Gospel of John"  John's gospel is both similar to and distinctly different from the other gospels. 

Join us as we discover the words and world of Jesus through the writing of John. Whether you are 

experienced in Bible study or new to Bible study- you are invited to join us.  Leader: Nancy Janisch. 

Meets each Sunday morning in the Library.  

 

 

Have you missed a class you really wanted to attend because you forgot the date? The Adult 

Education Committee is now providing email reminders to members of the congregation about up-coming 

Adult Education opportunities.  If you would like to be added to the reminder list, contact Todd Helle at 

tlhelle@gmail.com or (616) 608-7463. 

CHILDRENõS EDUCATION 

3,4 and 5 year olds  Meet DOWNSTAIRS in the Preschool Room 

Our preschoolers and kindergartners use a curriculum called Rock Solid which introduces them to 

foundational stories of our faith.  During April we will be working with stories of the appearance of Jesus to 

his friends after his resurrection and of the work that the followers begin, in the name of Jesus.  Teachers: 

Bill Van Skiver and ________.   If you can help fill in the blank,  call Sherrill Vore:  717-5541. 

 

1
st

 ð 5
th

 Graders  Meet UPSTAIRS for FaithSteps 

Our theme for this year is Witnesses to the Presence of God, and we spent the fall months tracing the growth 

of the covenantal relationship between God and the people of Israel as seen in the cycle of stories about 

Moses and are now exploring the ways in which the ministry of Jesus provided witness.  During April we 

will work with the story of the travelers on the road to Emmaus and the stranger they encountered.  Weôll 

consider the way in which we might, ourselves, be witnesses to the presence of God in ways both sought 

and unlooked for.  Teachers:  Julie Duisterhof, Steve Yared, Sonja Fryer, Jane French, Jane Hedges and 

Jeanne DeWaard. 

mailto:nater@westminstergr.com
mailto:annew@westminstergr.com
mailto:tlhelle@gmail.com
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To register for ANY  of the classes listed on this page,  
please contact Susan Jennings at susanj@westminstergr.com or 717-5542.  

Childcare is available upon request. 

Our Heart of the Tradition classes continue: 
 

April:  Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ,ÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ 3ÈÁÌÌ ) "ÏÒÒÏ×ȩȱ ɀ Speaking of God.    One of the Six Great Ends 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ0ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÕÔÈȢȱ  !ÎÄ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÏÆ 
theology.  Every time we say something about God, we are speaking theologically ɀ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ 
×ÈÁÔ ȰÔÈÅÏÌÏÇÙȱ ÍÅÁÎÓ ɀ Ȱ×ÏÒÄÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ 'ÏÄȢȱ  -ÅÅÔÓ 7ÅÄ !ÐÒÉÌ ρτȟ ςρ Ǫ ςψ ÁÔ χȡππ ÐÍȢ  
Leader:  Chandler Stokes 
 

WOW!   W EST MINSTER ON WEDNE S DAYS  

Susan Jennings, Sherr i l l  Vore 

MEMBERS HIP  GROWTH &  D EVELOPM EN T  

Ben Boerkoel, Susan Jennings 

New Member Orientation Sessions  

If you are interested in membership at Westminster or know someone who is, we have an upcoming Wednesday evening session in 
May.  The dates are May 12 & 19, 6:00 pm-9:00 pm with dinner.  New Members will be received Sunday, May 23.  (please register 
by Monday, May 3)  Childcare is available upon request.   

The Face Of Westminster  

Picture this.  You notice someone in church you havenôt seen before.  When you get home, you check the church photo 

directory and find that individual to be a member.  The next Sunday you go and introduce yourself with the ability to call that 
person by name.  You now have a new friend. 

Picture this.  Your pre-school age child comes home from church school and tells you that she made a new friend but doesnôt 

know her name.  You go to the church photo directory and together find that childôs picture.  Your child can now address her new 
friend by name. 

Picture this .  You read the ñContinuing in Our Thoughts and Prayersò section of the Westminster Chimes and see a name you 

donôt recognize.  You check the church photo directory and find the picture of that individual.  You can now pray more personally 
because you can visualize the person for whom you are praying. 

Each individual described above is part of the Face of Westminster.  When we can put a face with a name, it allows us to more 
effectively show hospitality and build community and authentically become the face é and bodyéof Christ. 

During the next several weeks, you are invited to stop by the Gathering Place to find information about and to schedule your 
photograph for the upcoming Westminster Photo Directory.  A number of our own members known for their photographic talents 
will be taking the pictures in informal settings around the church, and the Membership Growth and Development Committee will be 
assisting Susan Jennings in coordinating the scheduling and other logistics.  We will do our best to provide opportunities that are 
convenient to family schedules.  Volunteers will be welcomed; to volunteer or with questions, please contact Susan Jennings at 717-
5542 or susanj@westminstergr.com.  Our goal is to have 100% of Westminster members pictured in the directory. 

A churchôs photo directory is more than just a convenience; it is an effective tool for ministry.  However, in part, its potential 
effectiveness is defined by the number of people who participate.  Please do your part to make this ministry tool as valuable as 
possible; please do your part to make the Face of Westminster complete. 

Picture this.  You in the Westminster Photo Directory. 

 

Photo Session Dates (please contact Susan Jennings to sign up if you arenôt able to sign up at church) 

Sundays April 11, 18, 25, May 2, 16 

  9:30 am-10:50 am 

  12:15 pm-1:30 pm 

Wednesdays  April 14, 21, 28, May 5, 19 

  5:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Each session will last 10 minutes or less.  
We will also be scheduling a session at Porter Hills.  More info to come regarding that date and time. 
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P R E S B Y T E R Y  N O T E S  

Ardath McCall, Anne Weirich  

According to the Book of Order of the Presbyterian Church 

USA, the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery is 

required to visit with the Session of each church in the 

Presbytery at least every three years.  These visits are to 

keep in good communication with all the churches and to 

acquaint the Presbytery with the mission and ministry of its 

members.  It also reminds each church session and staff of 

its connection to the larger denomination. 

 

Two persons from the Triennial Visits Subcommittee of the 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan were at Westminster for the 

March 2010 Session meeting.  These committee members 

met with the staff and then with the Session.  Each Session 

member before the meeting was asked to complete a 

response form and then at the meeting share thoughts about 

the mission and ministry here at Westminster.  This provided 

an opportunity for the session and the staff to not only share 

about our ministry and what we are doing, but to look at 

areas for further growth and development as a church 

. 

Ardath McCall,   Elder for Presbytery Relations 

A MOST GENEROUS AND LASTING GIFT  

John Wagner was a long-time member of WPC, having 
joined the church on January 2, 1935, and he was a great 
friend of Camp Henry, as it was a special place for him.  
From his days as a camper (1937-1940), through the many 
years he helped at workdays, John loved being at camp.  His 
good friend, Phil Hertel, recalls that John Wagner 
participated in virtually every spring and fall workday for 
decades. 

After John died in April, 2008, the board and staff of Camp 
Henry, and the Memorial Trust Committee, were most 
grateful to learn that he had made significant bequests for 
the benefit of Camp Henry and the WPC Endowment Trust 
Fund.  During 2009, in accordance with the terms of his 
gifts, approximately $23,389.00 was distributed for the 
benefit of Camp Henry, and the same amount for capital 
improvements of WPC. 

The terms of 
the Wagner 
gifts state that 
during this 
April, 30% of 
the assets in 
the Wagner 
F u n d  b e 
distributed to 
the  Camp 
H e n r y 
E n d o w me n t 
Trust Fund.  
The balance 
(70%) of the 
assets shall 
continue to be 
designated as 
the John Delos 
Wagner Fund 
of the WPC 
E n d o w me n t 
Trust, and 
s h a l l  b e 
distributed in 
t h e  s a m e 
manner and for the same purposes, as all other assets held in 
the WPC Endowment Trust.  As of December 31, 2009, 
there was $707,444.69 in the John Delos Wagner Fund.  As 
one can see, a significant amount of money will be 
transferred this month to the Camp Henry Endowment Trust 
Fund, and a significant sum of money will remain in the 
John Delos Wagner Fund of the WPC Endowment Trust. 

The gift by John Wagner is a testament to the value of 
giving to an endowment fund.  Each and every year ï 
forever ï Camp Henry and WPC will benefit from his 
foresight.  The number of people ï adult and youth ï that 
will be impacted in a positive way over the years is 
countless.  John Delos Wagner truly has blessed Camp 
Henry and Westminster with a most generous and lasting 
gift. 

FAMILY  M IN I STRIES  

Ellen Shupe, Sherr i l l  Vore 

�)�$�0�,�/�<���&�$�0�3���������0�$�5�.���7�+�(���'�$�7�(�6�«  
Family Camp will be Wednesday, August 18th through Sunday 

worship, August 22, 2010.  Mark your calendar!  This is a really 

wonderful time of play, learning and an opportunity to really get 

to know others in our church family.  ñFamilyò takes many 

forms!  Come with children or grandchildren, small or largerð

or with no children at all!!  In our ñthinking timeò together we 

are going to explore stories about separation and coming 

together; exile and return.  We could think of our theme as 

ñCalling All the Children Home.ò Rev. Chandler Stokes will 

lead our Adult Study time this year and, as we did last year, we 

will work together to lead worship for Westminster By the Lake 

on Sunday morning.  Registration forms will be available after 

Easter.  

CAMP HE NRY  

Joel Schultze, Dennis VamKampen 

D E A C O N S  

Jan Stone, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 

New Blood Wanted!  

The Deacons will be sponsoring the WPC Spring Blood Drive 
Sunday, April 25th from 9:30 AM to 12:30 PM in the south 
dining room. Please sign up at our 
table in the Gathering Place either 
Sunday, April 11 or Sunday, April 18 
to get the time of your choice. Walk-
ins will be welcome as well. Giving 
blood is easy. Even if you've never 
donated before, please consider it this 
time. You'll be helping up to three 
people with your single donation, it 
costs nothing at all, and doesn't take 
much time out of your day. Where 
else can you do so much good for so 
little effort? 

mailto:susanj@westminstergr.com

