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LOOKING AHEAD .  .  .  
February:  First Promises – The Hebrew Scriptures  The Old Testament was the only scripture that Jesus and the first disciples 
knew.  The stories of creation, of Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Jonah are all found there – as well as the Psalms, 
the Proverbs, and other lesser known treasures.  This course is a first introduction to our Old Testament.  Meets Wed February 3 
and February 10 at 7:00 pm, & February 24 at 7:30 pm, following the Lenten worship service.  Leader:  Sherrill Vore. 
 
March:   Jesus and the New Testament—Scripture’s Endnotes The New Testament is the second part of our two part Bible.  It is 
the Second Testament, the Second Covenant.  That’s where we find the stories of Jesus and the disciples and the letters of Paul.  
There are a few other gems as well.  This course is an introduction to the New Testament-its history and writings. Meets Wed 
March 10, 17 & 24 at  7:30 pm following the Lenten worship service.  Leader:  Chandler Stokes. 

To register for ANY of the classes listed on this page,  
please contact Susan Jennings at susanj@westminstergr.com or 717-5542.  

Childcare is available upon request. 

 Lent Small Groups and Study 
We will be offering several opportunities during Lent for small group study and discussion.  Be on the look out for a 
Lenten brochure that will be mailed to your home.  Also this year, we will be offering a light supper of soup and 
salad, along with our usual kid friendly fare, each Wednesday night during Lent from 5:00-7:00, prior to the weekly 
worship service at 7:00 pm in the Chapel.  Please join us for a time of food and fellowship. No reservations needed – 
just come and join us!  A free will offering will be collected. 

WOW!  WESTMINSTER ON WEDNESDAYS  
Susan Jennings,  Sherri l l  Vore  

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT  
Kathy Speeter,  Susan Jennings 

New Member Orientation Sessions 
If you are interested in membership at Westminster or know someone who is, we have 3 sessions scheduled for winter and spring.  
We are offering different times and days as to hopefully accommodate a wide variety of schedules.  Childcare is available upon 
request.  The sessions are: 
¶ A 5-week Sunday morning session beginning Sunday, February 21, 9:40 am-10:40 am.  This will run each Sunday morning 

during the Education Hour (9:40-10:40) Feb 21, 28, March 7, 14 & 21 with New Members being received on Sunday March 
28.  (please register by Monday, February 8) 

¶ A 2-week Wednesday evening session May 12 & 19, 6:00 pm-9:00 pm with dinner.  New Members will be received Sunday 
May 23.  (please register by Monday, May 3) 

Crisis? NO.      Concern? YES.      Future? BRIGHT! 
In summary, that is the story of the Westminster Child Development Center (WCDC) for the past few months. In October of last 
year, it became apparent there was a financial challenge that required attention. By November, the challenge had been addressed; 
WPC Session had been informed; and a plan was put in place to keep WCDC intact, vibrant, and one of the premier child 
development centers in Grand Rapids. 
Why? The challenge was brought about by a number of factors: State and Federal funding issues; management that was not 
progressive; and a lack of marketing. 
The solutions: Amber Marz-Momany, Assistant Director and former teacher is now the new director; Amber and Jennifer 
Schuitema, WCDC Board President, rewrote the budget and found substantial savings; long-range planning is taking place; the 
attitude of the staff, clients, board, and all others involved is very positive. 
The results: WCDC has every hope of thriving; enrollment is up; Westminster has faced the WCDC challenge head-on and has 
assisted in fundraising. 
What we can do? Keep WCDC in your prayers. Know that this is a ministry of Westminster that is important, with proven success, 
and it promises to continue its legacy of excellence. Promote WCDC to all who have children of age to take advantage of this 
incredible ministry.  No one does it better. 

On behalf of the Westminster Child Development Center, 
Becky Wells, Board Member 

WESTMINSTER CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
 

 February 24 & March 24:  Living with Grief in 2010   
This offering further explores how each of us experiences grief in different ways.  Although individual experiences of significant 
loss or change cannot be directly compared, there is much to be learned by sharing our response to grief.  Come, share, listen and 
feel the support of others who are living with grief.  Leaders: Jan Jasperse and Nancy Clodfelder. 
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SUNDAY MORNING EDUCATION & FORMATION 
Doug Dowling ,  Sherril l  Vore 

ADULT EDUCATION – KIRK ACADEMY (meets 9:40-10:40 a.m. each Sunday) 
 

Feb 7 Kirk Koffee and Conversation: Loving Partnerships and the Work of Communication  
Back in November Randy Flood led a class that focused on building and maintaining a loving relationship 
with one’s life partner.  By popular demand Randy will return to facilitate a continued discussion of the 
challenges and disciplines needed for fair and loving communication.  Join us in the parlor for coffee and 
informal conversation. 

 
Feb 14 Israelis and Palestinians: Exploring the Conflict 

We’ll begin an exploration of the long history of the tensions among those whose tradition lays claim to the 
Holy Land.  While long history complicates matters, events of the late 19th century had great impact on the 
current situation.  We’ll look at the internal divisions within the Israeli and Palestinian communities that 
make resolution more difficult and take a particular look at the conflicts as they affect Palestinian Christians. 
Leader: Keith St. Clair, Political Science professor at GRCC.  Keith has traveled extensively in the Middle 
East, serves on the board of the Michigan Conference of Political Scientists and is an active member of the 
World Affairs Council.  Meets in the Chapel 

 
Feb 21 Israelis and Palestinians: Exploring the Conflict -- continued 
 Meets in the Chapel 
 
Feb 28 The Heart of the Tradition: God Alone is Lord of the Conscience 

Scheduling conflicts are bringing one of the “core” classes normally offered on Wednesday evenings to 
Sunday morning! These short-term classes have been designed to engage us in reflection and discussion 
about ideas that are foundational to our tradition.  This is the second in a 2-session exploration of 
Presbyterian life—the guidelines that help us operate “decently and in order.”  Leader: Sherrill Vore, Minister 
for Christian Education  Meets in the Chapel 

 
 
THE BIBLE SPEAKS TODAY (on-going Bible Study) 

Our weekly Sunday morning Bible study group is continuing the study of the Kerygma survey course, 
Discovering the Bible. Designed to help participants acquire a solid grasp of the flow of the story of faith, this 
study explores the major themes, events and people of both testaments. It is a solid, thoughtful study for both 
those quite new to biblical study and for those with more experience.  You are welcome to join us in process!  
We’ll catch you up!  Leaders: Nancy Janisch and Steve Jones.  Meets each Sunday morning in the 
Library. 

 
Have you missed a class you really wanted to attend because you forgot the date? The Adult Education Committee is now 
providing email reminders to members of the congregation about up-coming Adult Education opportunities.  If you would 

like to be added to the reminder list, contact Todd Helle at tlhelle@gmail.com or (616) 608-7463. 
 
AND A WEEKDAY BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY… 

A group will gather on Thursday mornings, 9:30-11:00a.m., to work together with the Gospel of Matthew.  
We’ll begin on February 4th and continue through May 6th, with a week off for Spring Break.  This group will 
use the Kerygma study of Matthew as a base and is focused on interactive learning.  Leader: Sherrill Vore, 
Minister for Christian Education. 

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
3,4 and 5 year olds Meet DOWNSTAIRS in the Preschool Room 

Our preschoolers and kindergartners use a curriculum called Rock Solid which introduces them to foundational 
stories of our faith.  During February we will be learning four stories of healing.  Teachers: Durelle Evans, 
Jeanne Early and Teaching Assistant, Ysobel Early 
 

1st – 5th Graders Meet UPSTAIRS for FaithSteps 
Our theme for this year is Witnesses to the Presence of God, and we spent the fall months tracing the growth 
of the covenantal relationship between God and the people of Israel as seen in the cycle of stories about Moses 
and are now exploring the ways in which the ministry of Jesus provided witness.  During February we will 
learn the Lord’s Prayer, talk about and practice several prayer disciplines and discover how the act of prayer 
brings us into God’s presence.  Teachers: Scott and Heidi McPheeters, Judy Larson, Deb VanderZyden, Chuck 
Russell 
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S M A L L  G R O U P S  

CHURCHMEN’S LUNCHEONS 
Don Gordon 

Weekly Buffet Luncheon  at 11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation 

 
Donation $4.00 

 
All are welcome at this 
ecumenical gathering! 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Adults 

 
 
 
 
 

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 
 
 
 

Thursday, February 11 
Punchbowl at 11:30 - Luncheon at 12:00 

 
For our February luncheon,  Helen Hawley will share with us the 
music program at Westminster and have a special "on site" 
explanation of the organ and pipes.   

Eaton Circle will host a meeting on Wednesday, 
February 3 at Noon at Porter Hills (near the Village 
Café).  After lunch, a group Bible study is planned.  
Call Genny Bratschie at 676-4191 for more 
information. 

Elisabeth Circle will meet Tuesday, February 
23, at 7:00 p.m. in the Westminster library.   We will 
discuss Ch. 6 of Listening for God, Vol. 2  Please watch 
the bulletin notice regarding meeting for dinner 
beforehand.  Call Bernice Rynders for more 
information.   447-9129    Come join us for a lively 
discussion and dessert.   

Evergreen Circle Our regular weekly meetings 
convene on Wednesdays in February at 7 p.m. in the 
Westminster library.  Contact Mary Jane at 942-1837 
or mjlamse@hotmail.com to register. 

Joy Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 26 at 
Wealthy Street Bakery 7-8:30 pm. Our next book will 
be Cold Tangerines by Shauna Niequist and we will 
discuss it at our February 23rd meeting (7-8:30 pm at 
Wealthy Street Bakery).   For more information or if 
you would like to be on the email list contact Meredith 
Baker at mere4114@yahoo.com. 

Mary Martha Circle  will resume on Thursday, 
February 4 with a salad luncheon at noon in the 
Dining Room, followed by discussion of our book, An 
Altar In The World.  Those of our members with last 
names beginning with L – Z, please bring a salad to 
pass.  Everyone is welcome. Anne Ray: 957.9925. 
Ruth Eastwood Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
February 3 at 10 am in the church parlor.  Please 
study chapter 12 of The Geography of God.  For more 
information, contact Stephanie Fryer: 534-2905. 

Date   Speaker                                                       Topic  

Feb 3 The Rev. Robert Dean  “Faith & Politics” 

 Rev. Dean is the Head of 
Staff at New Life Church of 
God and represents the 75th 
District in the Michigan 
House of Representatives. 

 

Feb 10 The Rev. George Heartwell “State of the City” 

 Rev. Heartwell is a minister 
in the United Church of 
Christ and Mayor of the 
City of Grand Rapids. 

 

Feb 17 The Rev. Dr. Clint Cozier “The Psalm of 
Lament” 

 Mr. Cozier is a member of 
the United Presbyterian 
Church (USA). 

 

Feb 24  The Rev. Jeff Carlson  “The Message” 
 Mr. Jeffrey Carlson is the 

Head of Staff at Oak Hill 
Presbyterian Church. 

 

   

   

   

WHAT??? Mardis Gras at CHURCH?   
ARE YOU KIDDING? 

We have studied Ash Wednesday and now 
it's time to take one step back and study 

FAT Tuesday!  
 

 You won't want to miss this fun event including 
dinner and a "street theatre" show performed by 
Master Arts Theatre. Come one and come all for 

the Fat Tuesday Party! 
 
When? Fat Tuesday, of course!   
 February 16th  5:45 pm-7 pm.   
 Nursery provided. 
How?   Reserve your seats by calling  
 Becky Wells at church:  717-5532  
Who?  YOU. . . 
 it wouldn't be the same without you! 

Look for more information in the  
Gathering Place.  
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 IN OUR CONGREGATION  

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
♦ Larry Merryweather as he recuperates from 

treatment. 

♦ Judy Bowen as she recovers from additional 
surgery. 

♦ Kevin & Dawn Antvelink, Luke, John & Erin, 
upon the death of Kevin’s father, James 
Antvelink. 

♦ Family & friends of FredTiggleman. Fred died 
following a long illness. 

♦ Al Exoo on the death of his mother. 

♦ Roger & Vinnie Baumgartner on the death on 
Roger’s mother. 

Please make use of the Weenink Prayer Room, 
located between the Library and the Chapel, to 
remember these and others in your prayers. 

WINTER WEATHER is here! 
 

Would you like to receive a text message if we cancel an evening or 
weekend activity? To sign up, visit: www.wzzm13.com. Go to the 
closings page and look for us (Westminster Presbyterian  - GR).  
If you’re not sure of the status of an event at Westminster during 
inclement weather, here are some other ways to find out: 

· Check closings on Channels 8 and 13, on TV or their websites. 
· Check the church website at www.westminstergr.com 
· Call the church at 456-1456 and hear a message on our answering 
machine. 

Handyman Fellowship Group  
Please join us on every other Thursday at 9:15 am for a time 
of coffee, baked goods, and fellowship, then tackling a list of 
needed repairs to the church.  We plan to meet every other 
week.  All skill levels welcome. 
Room Changes   
Over the past few weeks, you may have noticed some changes 
throughout the building, specifically in our most heavily used 
meeting spaces.  During this transition, if your group changes a 
room’s setup, we ask that you please return the room to the 
way you found it.  Thanks for your cooperation! 
Ministry Recognition 

THANKS to Jan Dildine for your many years serving as the 
Westminster Flower Coordinator.  Your ministry has been 
greatly appreciated by us all.  Bob Driesenga will be taking 
over for Jan in 2010  Please call Bob at 454-8280 for 
information about reserving your Sunday for flower donations.  
A special "Thank You" goes to the Westminster Worship 
Committee and Friends of the Worship Committee for the 
placement and removal of the symbols of Advent and 
Christmas that adorned our Sanctuary and the Gathering Place 
during the Advent Season.  Your willingness and work did not 
go unnoticed. Thanks to: Stu Atwater, Cindy Baron, Randy 
Block, Bob Driesenga, Josh Eid-Ries, Mark Lodenstein, Sandi 
Lummen, Steve Pastoor, Nate Roosien, Mindy and Wayne 
Spillane, and Steve Zeboor.   
Share the gift of Reading 

Schools of Hope is a reading program sponsored in 
collaboration with the United Way and the public schools, where 
volunteer tutors go into the schools to work with elementary 
students that are reading at below-grade level.  A volunteer 
tutor’s time commitment can be as little as 30 minutes a 
week.  Did I mention that it’s a lot of fun too?!  Anyway, 
because of the financial down-turn, Schools of Hope has lost a 
significant number of tutors.  If you are interested in becoming a 
tutor, contact either Todd Helle at tlhelle@gmail.com or (616) 
608-7463; or contact the Schools of Hope program 
at www.hwmuw.org or (616) 752-8618. 
 
 

Elsa McFarland donates Artwork 
 
The Fine Arts Committee is delighted to report that Elsa 
McFarland, a well-known local watercolor artist and member of 
Westminster, has donated a painting to the church.  The 
watercolor, titled “As Was Promised” is hanging in the 
parlor.  Watercolor is an unpredictable medium and Elsa says 
that the Christ figure in this piece, “just appeared.”  She was 
developing the symbols which were to be central in the 
composition when she realized that the paint had formed the 
figure of Christ on the Cross.  Much of Elsa’s work has the 
delicacy and grace of this painting.  It is a welcome addition to 
the permanent artwork displayed at Westminster. 

Elsa first came to Grand Rapids in 1956 when she accepted a 
job at Creston High School, teaching art.  This was shortly after 
she graduated Summa Cum Laude from the University of 
Louisville as a fine arts major.  Later, Elsa became an art 
consultant in the Grand Rapids elementary schools and taught 
art for ten years at the Junior College.  She has the distinction of 
having taught art to every age group. 

Elsa joined Westminster in 1956 and remained a member until 
she and her husband, Bill, were married and she transferred her 
membership to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church.  The McFarlands 
returned to Westminster during the ministry of Bill 
Evertsberg.  Elsa served on the Fine Arts Committee at WPC for 
many years.  Elsa, Bill and their son, Kyle, live in Rockford. 

During the months of February and March the fine 
photography of Alice St. Clair will be on display in 

the South Dining Room.  
Stop by and admire the work of our resident artists! 
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Return Service Requested 

You’re Invited! 
 

Who: WPC Congregation and friends/family 

What: Pasta Dinner with entertainment from 

the Youth of the church.  

Where: Westminster’s Dining Room 

When: Sunday, January 31st @ 5:30 pm 

Why:  A fundraiser for the Summer 2010 

High School Trip/ Kirk Singer Tour  

 

 Tickets on Sale Jan. 24 & 31! 




