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S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 0 9 
Steve Pastoor,  Chandler Stokes 

Y O U T H  &  Y O U N G  A D U L T S :   W o r l d  O n  F i r e !  
Randy Flood, Nate Roosien, Christy Roosien 

Sometimes, Stewardship Begins at Home 
 
Driving through a neighborhood to pick up food donations from front doorsteps sounded like an easy way to help the ACCESS 
County-Wide Food Drive on Saturday, October 10. What I didn't know was what an education it would be for me. 
Westminster member Mary Jane Lamse and I teamed up to cover a small area on the near northeast side of Grand Rapids, less than 
a mile from my own home. Several generations ago, this was a Dutch neighborhood on the east side of what was once called the 
Brickyard area. Today, it is anchored by businesses like Van's Bakery on Fulton near Diamond and the Fulton Street Farmers' 
Market near Fuller, and the area residents are quite diverse. Mary Jane, who has volunteered for ACCESS before, told me it would 
be better for us to park the car and walk door-to-door and ask people who hadn't put out bags if they would be willing to donate. 
That made all the difference. 
If we had only picked up bags on doorsteps in this working-class neighborhood, we would have brought just one bag back to the 
church. 
But instead, we met a lot of generous Grand Rapids neighbors, many who didn't have much to spare themselves, but who welcomed 
us and put groceries into bags while we waited. One woman invited me into her living room to sit down while she gathered cans 
and boxes in the kitchen. I admired the pen-and-ink drawings of Malcolm X and Maya Angelou displayed on her wall. 
Mary Jane was invited in by a woman who had heard about the food drive on a Christian radio station and was only too happy to 
give.  "God bless you," she said to Mary Jane as she turned to go. 
At another home, I was thankful for the bilingual teenage daughter who explained to her mom that I was from the "iglesia," 
collecting food for the poor.  Mom didn't have much in the way of canned goods, so she offered me fresh apples. I was sorry to tell 
her we couldn't accept perishable food. Then, to her relief, her daughter found a jumbo box of multigrain crackers to give me. 
Mary Jane and I also met a lot of Grand Rapids neighbors who need more help than they can give. The dad with six kids to feed. 
The roommates, perhaps both out of work, who had gotten food from a pantry themselves to get by. The older man who had just 
returned from a nursing home and whose landlord was taking him shopping to stock his own bare pantry. The woman, perhaps too 
embarrassed to say that she had nothing to spare who, instead, asked us to come back later that day.  (When we returned, we found 
no one home.) 
By the time we finished, we had collected between twenty and twenty-five bags of food. But we probably could have redistributed 
those bags to other households in the same neighborhood. The people who gave taught me much about sacrificial giving. 
The people who were not able to give underscored for me how "from everyone to whom much has been given [people like you and 
me], much will be required" (Luke 12:48), and they taught me that we don't have to look far beyond our own neighborhoods to see 
the need. 

Linda Bieze 
For the Stewardship Committee 

Urban Plunge 2009 – “Go Light Your World” 
On Nov. 6, 2009, Youth Groups from all over the Lake 
Michigan Presbytery will be traveling to Westminster for a 
weekend full of service, fellowship and fun. From Friday night 
to Sunday morning worship, youth will be experiencing together 
what it means to spread Christ’s light to those around us. Middle 
school and high school youth will be worshiping together, 
serving together and playing together while experiencing the 
community of Grand Rapids. We will be working at a variety of 
ministries and organizations throughout Grand Rapids getting 
our hands dirty and helping those in need. Watch for the youth 
on Sunday Nov. 8 during worship and greet them before or after. 
We look forward to sharing our space and our community with 
this wonderful group of kids and adults! 

Youth Group Coat Drive 2009 
On November 15 the Youth Groups will be hitting different 
neighborhoods around town looking for coats to be donated for 
our Coat Drive. If you have any coats, hats, gloves or other 
outdoor wear that you could donate, please bring it to church any 
Sunday morning where there will be boxes to put your 
donations. We hope that we can beat our record of 323 coats and 
over 150 hats/gloves from last year. This will again be in 
combination with the Deacon’s Coat Drive and will be given to 
Burton Heights Middle School. 

Youth Group Events – November 2009  
Nov. 1   Middle School Youth Group  4:30pm – 6:30pm 
 Sr. High Youth Group 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
 
Nov. 6-8  Urban Plunge 
 
Nov. 15    Middle School Youth Group  4:30pm – 6:30pm 
 Sr. High Youth Group 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
 
Nov. 23   Middle School Youth Group 4:30pm – 6:30pm 
 Sr. High Youth Group 5:30pm – 7:30pm 
 
Nov. 30  No Youth Groups – Thanksgiving Break 
 Dinner $5 
 
Middle School WOW – every Wednesday night Middle 
Schoolers are invited to dinner and time together to connect mid-
week. 
 

Please check our website to find up-to-
date information about upcoming Youth 

Ministry Events! www.wpcyg.org 
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P R E S B Y T E R Y  N O T E S  
Ardath McCall, Anne Weirich 

MEET OUR STAFF 

Presbytery of Lake Michigan 
 
The Presbytery of Lake Michigan will meet Saturday, 
November 7 2009, starting at 9:30 a.m.   The Holland Michigan 
First Presbyterian Church will be the host church. Westminster 
Presbyterian Church of Grand Rapids will have three Elder 
Commissioners.  This is the last of five gatherings of the 
Presbytery during this year. The next meeting will be in January, 
2010.  Visitors are always welcome at Presbytery 
meetings.  Reservations for lunch are required.  For further 
information, contact Ardath McCall, Elder for Presbytery 
Relations:  942-6335. 

Ardath McCall,   Elder for Presbytery Relations 

D id you know? 
 
Westminster Church has public wireless 
access throughout the building.   
To utilize the connection, use the following: 
 
Network Name/Access Point=WPCout 
Password=Westmin_Public 

 
Please . . .  no Twittering during worship! 

  
FACES OF HOMELESSNESS 

Banquet & Auction 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

  
L.V. Eberhard Center at GVSU 

301 W. Fulton St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
  

6pm registration & auction 
6:30pm formal dinner program 

$40 per person   
Please RSVP to Mary Stockreef by October 7, 2009 

616.451.0236 x 20  |  mary@glmrescue.org 
  
  

Jennifer Pascua, WZZM, will act as Master of 
Ceremonies. 

 Guiding Light Mission exists to provide a healing 
community that allows broken individuals to discovery a 

new life in Christ. We provide food and shelter while 
equipping men with social, emotional, spiritual and 
intellectual skills, thereby preparing them to serve. 

Facilities Director Mark 
Lodenstein comes to us most 
recently from our nearby church 
neighbors, First United Methodist 
Church.  He feels right at home in our 
historical building, and has a 
particular fondness for all the 
wonder ful  o ld s tructures in 
downtown Grand Rapids.   
 
Mark learned his earliest lessons on 
group management while growing up 
in a large family in Hopkins, Michigan.  Here at WPC, Mark 
strives to make the best use of our facilities staff and unique 
spaces while maintaining a high level of cleanliness and 
organization.  Staying on top of multiple meetings, classes and 
group gatherings while jointly ensuring hospitality & safety to 
all our guests, members and staff offers plenty of challenges. 
 
After a busy day of keeping things in order here at WPC, Mark   
might grab a wood-fired pizza, or prepare a meal in his 
Heritage Hill home while making travel plans with his partner, 
Craig.   Next spring, Mark has plans for a mission trip to Cuba. 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Lee Sullivan may appear mild-
mannered, but she is one tough 
cookie!  In her ten-hour weekly 
schedule, she meets the needs of two 
full-time clergy, one full-time 
educator, and lends a helping hand 
wherever she may be needed.   How 
she does this is a mystery, but it may 
have something to do with the magic 
wand she keeps at her desk. 
 
 

Since she’s here so few hours, you may not often catch sight of 
her, but if you do get lucky, you may learn something 
interesting.  Since she was very young, Lee has felt a strong 
sense of justice, which has led her to work in legal services.  
She has a background in legal databases, and is known as 
something of a specialist in that field.   
 
Lee comes from what she calls “a large tennis-loving family,” 
and she follows tennis closely, sometimes all the way to the 
U.S. Open in New York. Originally from Lowell, Michigan, 
her family has dispersed across the country, but she maintains 
close bonds with them all, especially her seven nieces and 
nephews.  She confesses to spoiling them rotten. 
 
When she’s off the clock, she might be at the pool, or on the 
tennis court, but you’ll probably find her up to her wrists in the 
dirt, playing Mother Earth in her mixed garden.  On a rainy 
day, she’d be more likely to curl up with a book; history, 
biographies, and mysteries are among her favorites.  Lee gently 
provides homecare to her mother, Donna, and has a soft spot 
for the Muppets.   



November 2009 Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Room Legend:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7   {CA} Chapel
 Stewardship Dedication Sunday - -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR  Election Day - -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @  Urban Plunge " Presbytery Youth Event" - DM, G...  Urban Plunge " Presbytery Youth Event" - DM, G...   {TR} Temple Room
 Time Change - -6:00 PM Session Dinner - PA -6:00 AM Polling Place - CA, PA -9:00 AM Staff Meeting - CR -Susie's Cafe' - OS  Wild Game Weekend - CH  Wild Game Weekend - CH   {ND} Dining Room (North Side)

-8:00 AM Blood Drive - DR -7:30 PM Session Meeting - DR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -10:00 AM Ruth Eastwood Circle - PA -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR   {DR} Dining Room (South Side)
-8:30 AM Worship/Westminster Winds - SA -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP   {GP} Gathering Place
-9:40 AM Education Hour - AR, CA, DM, MR, TR, -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -12:00 PM Eaton Circle - OS -1:00 PM Mary Martha Circle - PA   {MR} Multi Purpose Room
- WE, WW, YR -7:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting - PR -12:00 PM Food Pantry Board - FP -7:00 PM Choir Sectional Break-Out - CA   {KI} Kitchen
-9:40 AM Kirk Academy - The Bible Speaks -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR   {PR} Pastoral Reception
-Today - LI -7:00 PM WCDC Board - CR -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA   {RR} Rehearsal Room
-10:55 AM Worship/Westminster Winds - SA -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP   {SA} Sanctuary
-4:00 PM Baptism Seminar ( workshop) - PA -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA   {CR} Conference Room
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA   {PA} Parlor
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group - ND, DR, -6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR   {FP} Food Pantry
-GM, KI, YR -7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI   {WW} Worship Center: West
-5:30 PM Dégagé Food Pick-up - KI -7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR   {YR} Youth Room
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group - ND, DR, GM, -7:00 PM Transformed by the Renewing of our   {OS} Off Site
- KI, YR -Minds - Growing in Life and Faith - DR   {CH} Camp Henry
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR   {LI} Library
8 9 10 11 12 13 14   Calendar Event
 Urban Plunge " Presbytery Youth Event" - DM, G... -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @ 
 Wild Game Weekend - CH -1:00 PM Camp Henry-WBTL Recap - CR -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -7:30 AM Personnel Committee Meeting - LI -Susie's Cafe' - OS

-8:30 AM Worship/ Baptism - SA -4:30 PM Music Committee Meeting - LI -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR
-9:40 AM Education Hour - AR, CA, DE, DM, GM, -7:00 PM Adminstrative Deacons Meeting - CR -4:00 PM True North Meeting - CR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-LI, MR, TR, WE, WW -7:00 PM Caring Deacons Meeting - DR -5:30 PM Health Ministries Meeting - CR -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA -11:00 AM Westminster Presbyterian Adults - ND, DR
-9:40 AM Faith &  Families - CR -7:30 PM Session Tri-Ennial Visit - PA -7:00 PM Adult Education Meeting - LI -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP -1:00 PM Mary Martha Circle - PA
-9:40 AM Kirk Academy - The Bible Speaks -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA -7:00 PM Choir Sectional Break-Out - CA
-Today - LI -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-10:55 AM Worship/Baptism - SA -6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR

-7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI
-7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR
-7:00 PM Transformed by the Renewing of our 
-Minds - Growing in Life and Faith - DR

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
-8:00 AM Flu Vacinations - DR -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @ 
-8:30 AM Worship/Men's Choir - SA -4:00 PM Camp Henry Facilities Committee - CR -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -Susie's Cafe' - OS
-9:40 AM Education Hour - AR, CA, DE, DM, GM, -6:30 PM Trustees Meeting - DR -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -12:00 PM Grand Rapids Clergy - CR -9:30 AM Spiritual Formation - LI
-LI, MR, TR, WE, WW -7:00 PM Childrens Ministries Committee Meeting -7:00 PM Camp Henry Marketing Committee - PA -12:00 PM Stewardship Luncheon - CR -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR
-9:40 AM Faith &  Families - CR -- CR -7:00 PM PWW CT - Meeting - LI -1:00 PM Membership Committee - LI -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-9:40 AM Kirk Academy - The Bible Speaks -7:00 PM World Wide Ministries Committee - PA -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -12:00 PM Birthday Potluck - DR
-Today - LI -7:00 PM Worship Committee Meeting - PR -7:00 PM WCDC Board of Directors - CR -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA -1:00 PM Mary Martha Circle - PA
-10:55 AM Worship/Men's Choir - SA -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP -5:30 PM Membership Growth & Development 
-12:00 PM Fellowhsip Time/ Coffee Hour - ND -5:00 PM Racism Free Task Force - PA -Committee - LI
-12:20 PM Community Ministries Meeting - CR -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA -7:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Coffee - GP
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group/Coat Drive -6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR
-- DR, GM, KI, YR -7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group/Coat Drive - -7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR
-DR, GM, KI, YR -7:00 PM Transformed by the Renewing of our 
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR -Minds - Growing in Life and Faith - DR
-7:00 PM Westminster Fiction  Book Group - PA
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
-8:30 AM Worship - SA -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -9:00 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @  Thanksgiving Day -  Decorating of Sanctuary for Advent - GP, PA, SA
-9:40 AM Education Hour - AR, CA, DE, DM, GM, -7:00 PM Peace & Justice Coalation Committee - LI -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -Wolfgang's - OS -11:00 AM WestVall  Memorial Service - CA, GP, KI
-LI, MR, TR, WE, WW -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND
-9:40 AM Kirk Academy - The Bible Speaks -5:30 PM Health Ministries Meeting - CR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND
-Today - LI -7:00 PM Elisabeth Circle - LI -6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-10:55 AM Worship - SA -7:00 PM Joy Circle @  Wealthy Street Bakery -7:00 PM Thanksgiving eve service - SA
-3:00 PM Peregrino String Concert - SA -- OS -8:00 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group - ND, DR, 
-GM, KI, YR
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group - ND, DR, GM,
- KI, YR
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
-8:30 AM Worship - SA -12:00 PM Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon - ND,
-9:40 AM Education Hour - AR, CA, DE, DM, GM, - DR
-LI, MR, TR, WE, WW -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR
-9:40 AM Kirk Academy - The Bible Speaks 
-Today - LI
-10:55 AM Worship - SA
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We hope you have enjoyed the fellowship and shared learning opportunities WOW (Westminster on Wednesdays) 
offers you and your family.  Don’t forget: childcare is available upon request during the adult courses.  Sign up for 
the courses at the Membership Growth & Development table on Sundays or contact Susan Jennings at 717-4442 or 
susanj@westminstergr.com.  Take advantage of  WOW in November; we will take a break in December during 
the holiday rush, then return in January with another great class and more fellowship opportunities! 

Transformed by the Renewing of our Minds:  Growing in the Life of Faith 
November 4, 11 & 18  

7:00 pm 
Leaders: Sherrill Vore, Minister for Education,  

with Nate Roosien, Minister for Youth & Young Adults 
 

The truth is, finding the ways in which the stories of our faith tradition inform the daily living of our 21st century lives is pretty hard 
work—regardless of our age!  In this class we will explore together what we consider foundational for ourselves and for our 
children, including some discussion about why we don’t have church school during our worship time!  We’ll think a bit about how 
we learn, both as children and as adults and look at some of the opportunities and practices that keep us centered.  
 
Looking ahead:  In January, our friend and former pastor, the Rev. Jack Stewart, will lead a four-week class focused on the 
work of being the church in the 21st century.  Please watch for additional information in December . . .but mark your calendars so 
you don’t miss this opportunity for discussion and study. 

EDUCATION & FORMATION  
Susan Jennings,  Sherri l l  Vore  

We currently have open 
enrollment for preschool-age 
children 2 ½-5 yrs.  We have 
about 20 open spots that need 

to be filled, so please call 
today to reserve space for your 

child! 
 

458-8480 
 

 
 
 
 

Don’t miss the WCDC 
fundraiser at the new Barnes & 

Noble on  
Saturday, November 7th.   

 
Just mention our name when you 
check out, or give the cashier our 

handy voucher (see right), and 
WCDC will get 10% of the total 
sale!  It’s a great opportunity to 

check out the new store at 
Woodland mall and do a little 

Christmas shopping at the same 
time!   

Local Caldecott-winning author 
Gary Schmidt will be there from 3-5 

pm signing books as well! 

CAMP HENRY 
Joel ,  Schul tze ,  Dennis  VanKampen 

Wild Game Weekend 
November 6-8, 2009 
Intended for hunters and non-hunters, sport your game and 
talk hunting while enjoying wild game food. 
 
Times: Check in is 7:00 pm Friday, 
Check out is 1:00 pm Sunday 
Ages: ALL 
Cost: $75 per person or $25 per person for just Saturday. 

Crafter Weekend 
December 4-6, 2009 
Designed for beginner and experienced quilters and scrap-
bookers, come out for a weekend of workshops and 
visiting local vendors. 
Times: Check in is 10:00 am Friday, 
Check out is 3:00 pm Sunday 
Ages: ALL 
Cost: $95 per person or $35 per person for just Saturday. 

Wes t m in st er  C h il d  D eve l o pm e nt  C e nt er  N ew s B arnes & Noble OOKFAIR 
 

Westminster 
Child Development Center 

 
 Saturday, November 7th  

 Barnes & Noble’s New Location  

 Woodland Mall  

 3195 28th Street SE  

Please present this voucher prior to making your 
purchase.  A percentage of the net sale will be 

donated to your school/organization.* 
 

*The purchase of gift cards, Barnes & Noble memberships, textbooks, and 
other select items are not included in bookfair totals.  Our discount 

purchasing program may not be applied to bookfair purchases. 
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F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S  
Heather Lunt,  Sherrill Vore  

EDUCATION & FORMATION,  cont inued 
Heather  Lunt,  Sherril l  Vore 

ADULT EDUCATION:  Kirk Academy  
(meets 9:40-10:40 a.m. each Sunday) 

 
Nov 1 Hospitality: A Christian Response to Immigration Issues 
 Leader: Dr. Mauritano Avila, Calvin College Professor 
 Dr. Avila will challenge us to consider this complex issue 

from a biblical perspective. 
  Meets in the Chapel 

 
Nov 8 Hospitality and Immigration, continued 
 Dr. Avila returns for further discussion on immigration. 
  Meets in the Chapel 
 
 Communicating With Your Tweens and Teens 
 Just at the time that it is really important that you know 

who your child is hanging out with, how things are going at 
school and how, in general, they are feeling about life, a 
door seems to close!  Gather to share concerns and 
questions and to explore ways to maintain strong contact 
while they grow. 

 Leader: Matthew Clark, PsyD of the Clark Institute for 
Infants, Children and Adolescents. 

            Meets in the Conference Room 
 
Nov 15 The Disease of Addiction: How Stigma Hampers Recovery 
 Although addiction has been recognized as a disease for 

decades, there continue to be many roadblocks affecting 
those who suffer from it and their families.  This discussion 
will focus on how addictions are perceived and treated in 
contrast to other chronic diseases and will include a look at 
recent changes in treatment approaches. 

 Leader: Jim Bottenhorn, a WPC member and a mental 
health professional currently working with Pine Rest 
Mental Health Services 

                             Meets in the Chapel 
 
 Communicating With Your Tweens and Teens, continued 
 Dr. Clark is back for more discussion and ideas! 
  Meets in the Conference Room 
 
Nov 22 Intimate Relationships: The Mystery and the Skill of Loving 

Relationships 
 Dedicated relationships won’t thrive on passion alone, nor 

will they grow by becoming an expert on your partner’s 
deficits!  New depths require intentional, skill-based and 
covenantal commitment.  We’ll explore the characteristics 
of healthy relationships by looking at the continuum from 
healthy to dysfunctional. 

 Randy Flood, Psychotherapist and Evaluator; Director of 
Men’s Resource Center at Fountain Hill and WPC Elder for 
Youth and Young Adults 

Nov 29 You are invited to join our weekly Bible Study group.  
Take this opportunity to try out the experience of extended 
study in an informal setting.  See The Bible Speaks Today. 

 
Nov  The Bible Speaks Today 
1-29 Our weekly Sunday morning Bible study group is 

continuing the study of the Kerygma survey course, 
Discovering the Bible. Designed to help participants 
acquire a solid grasp of the flow of the story of faith, this 
study explores the major themes, events and people of both 
testaments. It is a solid, thoughtful study for both those 
quite new to biblical study and for those with more 
experience.  You are welcome to join us in process!  We’ll 
catch you up!  Leaders: Nancy Janisch and Steve Jones 

Meets each Sunday morning in the Library 

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
  
3, 4 and 5  Meet DOWNSTAIRS in the   
year olds Preschool Room 

Our preschoolers and kindergartners use a 
curriculum called Rock Solid which 
introduces them to foundational stories of 
our faith.  During November they will be 
learning about how God formed a people 
as the Hebrews spent time in the 
wilderness.  Teachers:  Durelle Evans, 
Jeanne Early and Assistant, Ysobel Early. 

 
1st – 5th      Meet UPSTAIRS for FaithSteps 
Graders   

Our theme for this year is Witnesses to the 
Presence of God.  We began last month 
with Moses and will continue exploring 
the ways in which God is present with 
Moses and the Hebrew people in the 
wilderness.  We’ll get to whine and 
murmur in the Drama Room and we’ll 
focus on the 10 Commandments in the Art 
Room and the Desert Room.  On Nov 22nd 
we’ll have a celebration of all we have 
learned so far as we put together a 5-foot 
model of the Tabernacle.  Advent begins 
on November 29th!  Teachers this month: 
Deb VanderZyden, Scott McPheeters, 
Judy Larson, Heidi McPheeters, Chuck 
Russell. 

Faith and Families Education: 
Parents of Teens...this one is for you! 

 
Topic:  Communicating with your Teen...huh?! 

When:   November 8th and 15th during the 
 education hour (9:40-10:40 am) 

Who:   Dr. Matthew Clark will be leading our 
 education and discussion.  Dr. Clark is a 
 Clinical Psychologist who specializes in 
 Child and Adolescent Psychotherapy.  He 
 runs the Clark Institute in Grand Rapids 
 which offers a wide variety of counseling 
 and mental health services.   

How: Just show up!!  Please join us for this 
 fantastic opportunity! 
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S M A L L  G R O U P S  

CHURCHMEN’S LUNCHEONS 
Don Gordon 

Weekly Buffet Luncheon  at 11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation 

Donation $4.00 
 

Date  Speaker   Topic 
 

Nov 4 Mr. Jonathan Bradford “The Human  
 Director & CEO of   Dimension of 
 Inner City Christian   the Housing Crisis:  
 Federation.  How Grand Rapids  
   Responds” 
   
 
 

Nov 11 Rev. Mike Hogeboom,  “Do Over”   

 Minister of Outreach,  
 LaGrave Christian  
 Reformed Church  
 
 
   
Nov 18 Rev. Carolyn Wharton, “The Faces of 
 Pastor of Congregational   Uganda” 

 Care,  Plymouth Heights  
 Christian Reformed Church. 
 
 
 
Nov 25 Mrs. Leslie Borrego,  “Sacred Beginnings” 
 Founder and CEO, 
 Sacred Beginnings  
 Transitional Program 
  

All are welcome to this 
ecumenical gathering! 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Adults 

 

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 
 
 
 
 

Please plan on attending the  
November 12th luncheon.  

Punch bowl at 11:30 - Luncheon at 12:00. 
   

Nancy Spalinka from Heifer 
International will be our speaker.  Come 

with lots of questions. 

 
 

F I C T I O N  B O O K  G R O U P   

Doug Dowling 
 

Westminster Fiction Reading Group meets monthly on 
the 3rd Sunday at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  Here’s a 
sneak peek at the fall reading list.   All books are in 
paper back and can be obtained at the library or on 
that month's Book Group table at Schuler's Books 
on 28th Street at a 20% discount.  
 

 
 Nov. 15th  A Thread Of Grace 
 by Mary Doria Russell 
  
December -  No Meeting  - 
  
Jan. 17th  On Kingdom Mountain 
 by Howard Frank Mosher 

Ruth Eastwood Circle will meet Wednesday, 
November 4, at 10 am in the church Parlor.  Please 
study Chapter 8 of A Geography of God.  For further 
information, contact Stephanie Fryer 534-2905. 

Mary Martha Circle  Join us on  Thursdays in 
November, at 1 pm, in the Parlor.  The book we are 
reading this fall is An Altar in The World by Barbara 
Brown Taylor. Call Mindy Spillane for more info: 464-
0861. 

Joy Circle will meet November 24th. at the 
Wealthy Street Bakery (7-8:30pm).  This fall we will be 
reading “When God Winks At You” by Squire 
Rushnell and will discuss it on Nov. 24th.  For more 
i n f o  c o n t a c t  C h r i s t y  R o o s i e n  a t 
christyr@westminstergr.com.  
Evergreen Circle Our regular weekly meetings 
convene on Wednesdays in November at 7 p.m. in 
the Westminster library.  We're using the book 
Joshua: A Journey of Faith, by Mary Mikhael,. Contact 
Mary Jane at 942-1837 or mjlamse@hotmail.com to 
register or order the book.  

Elisabeth Circle will meet Tuesday, Nov. 24 at 7 
p.m. in the Westminster Church Library. We will 
discuss Ch. 3 of Listening for God, Volume 2.  Come 
join us for a thoughtful discussion, coffee and 
dessert.   Call Bernice Rynders for more details.    447-
9129. 
Eaton Circle will host a meeting on Wednesday, 
November 4 at Noon at Porter Hills (near the Village 
Café).  After lunch, a group Bible study is planned.  
Call Genny Bratschie at 676-4191 for more 
information. 
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 IN OUR CONGREGATION  

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
� Elizabeth Lykins, Jerry, James and Katherine as 

they grieve the death of Elizabeth’s father, James 
Welch. 

� Kathy Faulkner, upon the death of her beloved 
mother, Inez Nitz, following a long battle with cancer. 

� Brad Heyl, survived by his loving wife Anne, and 
their daughters and families. 

� Shirley & Newt Dawe, grieving the unexpected loss 
of their 16-year-old granddaughter. 

� Beverly Orr, recovering at Railside Assisted Living 
Center in Byron Center. 

� Vicky Hill as she recovers from surgery. 
� Elaine Lester undergoing chemotherapy. 
� Larry Merryweather as he recovers from surgery. 
� Millie Nims, recovering from surgery. 

Please make use of the Weenink Prayer Room, 
located between the Library and the Chapel, to 
remember these and others in your prayers. 

HELP WANTED! 
SEEKING GREETERS:  The Membership Growth & 
Development Committee is looking for friendly people to help 
greet on Sunday mornings.  All that is required is a smile and a 
warm hello to all those that enter our doors.  If you are 
interested, please contact Susan Jennings @ 717-5542 or 
susanj@westminstergr.com.   
 
OFFERING COUNTERS:  Phil Hertel is looking for additional 
team members to count Sunday morning offerings on Monday 
mornings.  You may serve on a regular or occasional basis, 
whichever best fits your schedule.  Please respond to Angie 
Kelley  with your availability:  717-5583, or 
angiek@westminstergr.com.  Thank you! 

Words of Gratitude . . . 
Bill Yonkman & Mark Cydzik wish to express their 
thanks to WPC family & Friends for their support during 
Bill’s recent bout with cancer and resultant surgery.  
Your prayers, food and visits were deeply appreciated. 
 

WINTER WEATHER ALERT 
 
If you’re not sure of the status of an event at Westminster 
during inclement weather, here are some options to garner 
information: 
· Check closings on Channels 8 and 13 
· Check the church website at www.westminstergr.com 
· Call the church at 456-1456 and hear a message on the 

answering machine. 

“Fellowship of the  
Worker Bees” 
Join with other Worker Bees to put a high shine on 
our church facilities!  In preparation for holidays 
ahead, we will do some seasonal deep cleaning 
chores as a group on Tuesday,  November 
17th,  beginning at 10 am.  Tools and supplies are 
provided, but feel free to bring your own trusted 
favorites. 
Bring your own brown bag lunch and/or snacks 
and take a break whenever you need to do so. 
 
For more information, contact Mindy Spillane at 
464-0861. 

Women of Westminster:  Porter Hills 
Women’s Board Seeks New Members 

 
The Porter Hills Women’s Board, whose members volunteer in 
various capacities at Porter Hills Village, is seeking new 
members.  If you love working with people, can attend at least 
4 of the monthly meetings of the Women’s Board and can 
volunteer in at least one of several areas at Porter Hills, then 
you will find the Porter Hills Women’s Board to be a perfect 
way to get involved.  Many other women of Westminster are 
on the Porter Hills Women’s Board and Westminster, which 
initiated Porter Hills with a land donation, continues in an 
adjunct relationship.  Meetings are held the first Tuesday of 
each month (September thru June) at 10 a.m. at Porter Hills. 
 

The purpose of the 
Women’s Board is to 
work in a volunteer 
capacity to give service, 
supply a personal touch 
and aid in promoting the 
general welfare and 

happiness of the Porter Hills residents.  Members give 
countless hours in the Health Center, the Village Café, the 
Coffee Shop, the PX and the library.  Revenue from the PX and 
membership dues ($15 for active members) allows the 
Women’s Board to contribute furniture, equipment, supplies 
and benevolent money to Porter Hills. 
 
If you are interested in joining and/or would like further 
information, contact Lexy McCulloch, 475-6188. 

“. . .  give service, supply a  
personal touch and aid in 

promoting  general welfare  
& happiness. . .” 
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Return Service Requested 

ADVENT 2009 
Let Every Heart… 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: NOVEMBER 29 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on  

I Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Holy Gratitude 

The day of your greatest triumph is empty without an 
altar to place it upon.  (Fred Craddock) 

 
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 6 

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on  

Philippians 1:3-11 
Holy Remembrance 

I thank my God every time I remember you… 
(Philippians 1:3) 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 13 
Rev. Anne Weirich preaching on 

Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 3:7-18 
Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, for great 
in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 12:6) 

 
 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 20 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on  

Philippians 4:4-7 
Holy Joy 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
(Philippians 4:4) 

CHRISTMAS EVE: DECEMBER 24 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Luke 2:1-7 

Holy Love 
…and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (Luke 2:7) 




