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COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 
Diane Helle,  Anne Weirich 

FOOD DRIVE: Nearby and Countywide 
Mark your calendar and get your shopping lists ready for the 

annual ACCESS Kent County-wide food drive! 
 
The ACCESS Fall Food Drive will be held on Saturday, 
October 10 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. We will need 
volunteers to do routes in our area, collect food at four area 
grocery stores, and sort and pack at Westminster. Won’t 
you please sign up for one two-hour shift?  
 
Volunteers for driving the 19 collection routes and 
volunteers for sorting and boxing food will meet in the 
Westminster Dining Room. Volunteers for route pickup 
should be at Westminster by 9:30 am. Volunteers for 
sorting and packing can come anytime between 10:00 am 
and mid-afternoon. Food comes in both from route 
collections and from several super markets which collect 
food for Westminster. A lunch will be provided at 
Westminster. 
 
Sign up at the Mission Action Table in the Gathering Place 
on Sunday Oct. 4 (after you drop off your own bag of food!) 
or email Diane Helle at mcelfishhelle@comcast.net.  For 
further information call Chuck Strikwerda, pantry director, 
at 456-6115. 
 

The need has never been greater. 

INFORMATIONAL MEETING  
If you feel a interest or a call to become a deacon, the 
nominating committee invites you to a casual informational 
meeting in the Parlor, Sunday Oct 4th, immediately following 
the late service.  Our wonderful Deacon program is a very 
important part of nurturing the needs our congregation. Please 
join us.  Refreshments will be served. 

FALL BLOOD DRIVE  
“A SURE RETURN ON YOUR INVESTMENT.”  How often 
can we say that in this economic climate? The deacons have 
one answer – the Fall Blood Drive. Every unit of blood we 
collect goes to help three people – guaranteed.  So please take 
a minute to sign up for this important donation in the 
Gathering Place on October 18, and at the Deacon's Table at 
the Ministry Fair on October 25.  The Blood Drive will be on 
Sunday, November 1, in the South Dining Room from 9:30 – 
12:30. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Dirkse 
( m a r y f d i r k s @ a t t . n e t )  o r  A l  B u r l i n g h a m 
(aburlingham@sbcglobal.net). We look forward to seeing you 
there! 

GIFT – Gays In Faith Together 
GIFT (Gays In Faith Together) is a faith-based organization in Grand Rapids that has been in existence since 2001.  It started as 
an outgrowth from a previous organization called AWARE (As We Are) and seeks to bridge the gap between the Christian 
community in Grand Rapids and the LGBT community.  Unfortunately, many gays and lesbians have been hurt by their Christian 
brothers & sisters and, as a result, have completely turned their back on their faith.  One of the things GIFT strives to do is 
provide encouragement to all people – gay or straight – and remind them that God loves them for who they are. 
GIFT provides resources for gays and lesbians who are struggling with their faith.  The organization employs an ordained 
minister who serves as a chaplain to provide one-on-one pastoral care to gays and lesbians of all ages.  We often have series of 
speakers who come in and present information on a variety of topics.  For instance, we recently had a series focused on having 
healthy, committed relationships in the gay community.  Other series have focused on legal issues, the coming-out process, 
biblical passages, and more.  I originally got involved in GIFT through its TNT (Teens ‘N Twenties) group as a way to meet other 
young people who are devoted to their faiths but who have also come out as gay or lesbian. 
One of the projects GIFT has been involved with lately is the Seven Passages production and trying to assist local congregations 
in using it as a tool to educate its members about LGBT issues.  (In case you’re not familiar with Seven Passages, it is an 
ethnographic play and movie that compiles the stories of gay Christians in West Michigan using the supposedly condemning 
passages from the Bible as a backdrop.)  GIFT will soon be executing a brand-new campaign called “Gay Christian? Yes!” and 
promoting it throughout Grand Rapids.  Another task we are working on is trying to come up with criteria for churches to be on 
our growing list of gay-friendly churches.  Actually, it was through this list that I found a church home at Westminster! 
Last winter, the board of GIFT went through a six-month strategic planning process in which we sought to establish our direction 
as an organization.  In this process, we determined our vision, mission, and values.  GIFT’s vision is “to be a beacon of light that 
reveals God’s love for all people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.”  GIFT’s mission is “to work toward the 
affirmation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender persons in the faith communities of West Michigan.”  Our primary values 
are faith, hope, love, and justice. 
GIFT is a local ministry that Westminster Presbyterian Church has supported over the years.  The education and ministry that it 
provides to gays and lesbians in Grand Rapids is invaluable.  Personally, it saddens me that so many churches have made gays 
and lesbians feel like they are not welcome in God’s house.  But fortunately, GIFT has touched a lot of lives and will continue to 
do so in new ways going forward. 

Submitted by 
A.J. Bertin, Community Ministries Committee 

DEACONS 
Tad Hankins,  Anne Weirich 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
August 31, 2009 YTD: 

 
Income $809,240.00  
Expenses $875,706.00  
Difference ($66,466.00) 

If you are behind on your pledge due to summer fun now would be a 
great time to catch up.  Thanks so much for all your support! 
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F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S  
Heather Lunt,  Sherrill Vore  

OUR FALL SERIES CONTINUES: 
CELEBRATING OUR GIFTS FROM GOD 
SABBATH, SPIRITUAL GIFTS & STEWARDSHIP 

8:30 A.M. & 10:55 A.M. 
 

  THE TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  OCTOBER 4 
World Communion Sunday 

Peacemaking Offering Received 
Rev. Anne Weirich preaching on Psalm 85 

Justice And Peace Shall Kiss 
8:30 Sarah Faasse, Soprano and Diane Biser, Mezzo-Soprano;  

10: 55 Carol Choir, Sanctuary Choir 
 

Sharing our Gifts from God 
THE TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  OCTOBER 11 

Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Isaiah 55 
Stewardship: Why Do You Spend Your Money on that Which Does Not 

Satisfy? 
8:30 Tom Macholan, tenor soloist; 10: 55 Kirk Singers, Sanctuary Choir 

 
THE TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  OCTOBER 18 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Psalm 24 and Luke 12:13-21 

Stewardship: Belonging to God 
8:30 Joe Veenstra, trumpet soloist; 10:55 Cherub Choir, Sanctuary Choir 

 
THE THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  OCTOBER 25 

Reformation Sunday 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on I Peter 2:4-10 

Stewardship: The Priesthood of All Believers 
8:30 Cantus Choir ( our youngest singers!); 

  10:55 Chapel Singers, Sanctuary Choir 
 

THE THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:  NOVEMBER 1 
All Saints’ Day 

Pledge Dedication Sunday 
The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

The Stewardship of Lives in Public Service 
Rev. Chandler Stokes preaching on Hebrews 11-12 

8:30 Westminster Winds; 10:55 Westminster Winds & Sanctuary Choir 

 W O R S H I P  
Steve Baron, Chandler Stokes 

The Worldwide Ministries committee provides funds to support the outreach ministries of our denomination at the General 
Assembly, Synod and Presbytery levels.  In the July Chimes the support of the General Assembly was explained and this month we 
focus on the funding of the Synod of the Covenant and Lake Michigan Presbytery ministries. 
 
The two main mission activities of the Synod of the Covenant, the regional body that includes congregations in Michigan and Ohio. 
are the Mobile Health Fair (MHF) and the Mission to the U.S.A. (MUSA).  The MHF consists of a team of health professionals 
who travel to areas in the Synod to conduct health fairs which provide medical screenings, education and referrals as needed to 
people who do not have access to or resources for this health care.  Health fairs are free to participants and serve as a vehicle for 
community involvement.  Local Presbyteries, churches or mission groups sponsor fairs in partnership with the Synod.  Local church 
leaders and representatives of health and social service agencies unite to bring Health Fair Ministry to the people.  The goals of the 
MUSA program are to educate members in participating churches about other parts of the world and the challenges facing Christians 
there, provide a fresh perspective on the gospel of Jesus Christ and help U.S. Christians acquire a deepened understanding of the 
global nature of Christ’s church.  In the fall of 2005 Rev. Anna Sharma, a pastor from Trinidad, spent 6 weeks at Westminster as a 
result of the MUSA program.  This fall the Synod is expecting ten church leaders from Eastern Europe to spend 6 weeks with 
individual congregations in the Synod. 
 
Mission activities of our Lake Mission Presbytery (LMP) consist of Discipleship Ministries such as Adult Education, Campus & 
Higher Education ministries, Camp Greenwood (the LMP camp near Greenville) and Youth ministries.  LMP mission activities also 
include Outreach Ministries which consist of Transformation & Redevelopment, Emerging Ministry Grant, International Partners & 
New Church Development.  One of the International Partners of the LMP with which several Westminster members have been 
involved is CEPAD (Association of Protestant Churches in Nicaragua) which works with the poor there.  Several members have 
traveled to Nicaragua to visit CEPAD projects and have hosted CEPAD delegates who visited Grand Rapids in recent years. 
 
 

W O R L D W I D E  M I N I S T R I E S 
Chris Mergener,   Anne Weirich 

PROBLEM:   
¹ Family schedule too busy to cook 

dinner?   
¹ Not connecting with your kids?   
¹ No time to make WPC friends? 

 

SOLUTION:  Multi-task!! Come make 
family meals to eat or freeze as well as 
catch up with your family & friends. 
 

When? Thursday, October 8th at 6:30pm 
What? We will pick out recipes then 

prepare the meals together, as a 
group. 
The dinners are delicious and can 
be frozen or cooked fresh. 

Why?     To try something new...connect 
with WPC friends and get 
something done! 

Where? CG's Prep Kitchen, 1200 
E. Paris in Grand Rapids. 

Sign up at church or contact Heather Lunt 
at heatherl@westminstergr.com or  
682-4966. 
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S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 0 9 
Steve Pastoor,  Chandler Stokes 

The Stewardship Ministry for 2010 
Celebrating Our Gifts from God 

Stewardship is one of the many ministries of Westminster Presbyterian Church. Through this ministry, everyone in our church is 
encouraged to celebrate the bountiful, amazing, and continuous gifts of God. Through the stewardship ministry, we also celebrate 
and embrace our charge and responsibility, as God's stewards, to carry out God's work at Westminster and throughout God's 
realm.  Stewardship is a 365-days-a-year living experience at Westminster, one in which we are all involved. 
As carried out by the ministry staff and the Stewardship and Budget Committee, this ministry serves all the members of 
Westminster by encouraging you to use your gifts of time, talents, and possessions as acts of faith and worship and by helping 
you understand giving as a spiritual and joyful part of your faith life. 
As carried out by each member of Westminster, the stewardship ministry serves all the other ministries of Westminster. Together, 
we facilitate through our gifts the many important and diverse ministries of our church—to each other, to our local community, 
and throughout God's creation. 
Our celebration of God's gifts began on Sunday, September 13, when we welcomed each other back to another year of worship 
and learning. The celebration continued on Sunday, September 20 when we focused on all that has been accomplished through 
the RENEW capital campaign. 
 
During October, there are weekly opportunities to learn more about the Stewardship Ministry and to celebrate our gifts from God: 
 Sunday, October 4: World Communion Sunday; Peacemaking Offering Received; 8:30 and 10:55 worship services; 
  Westminster Budget Forum following the 10:55 worship service 
 Wednesday, October 7:   Westminster on Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.: "Render Unto God—Stewardship Essentials," a series of 
  three classes led by Rev. Chandler Stokes, Elder for Stewardship Steve Pastoor, and the  
  Stewardship and Budget Committee 
 Sunday, October 11:   Westminster Budget Forum following the 10:55 worship service 
 Sunday, October 18:   Kirk Academy class on "A Theology of Gratitude," led by Rev. Stokes, 9:40-10:40 in the Chapel; 
  All-church Stewardship Luncheon following the 10:55 worship service. 
 Wednesday, October 21:  Westminster on Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.: "Render Unto God—Stewardship Essentials," second class 
  In the series 
 Sunday, October 25:   All-Church Ministry Fair, an opportunity to learn about and get involved in the many ministries of 
  our church 
 Wednesday, October 28:  Westminster on Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.: "Render Unto God—Stewardship Essentials," third class in 
  the series 
 Sunday, November 1:   Dedication Sunday, our opportunity to offer our pledges for the Stewardship Ministry for 2010 
 
The Stewardship Ministry's goal is to have everyone at Westminster participate in pledge commitments on Dedication Sunday. A 
pledge of any size, even one dollar a week, when given sacrificially, binds our hearts closer to God, who "so loved the world that 
he gave [sacrificed] his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life" (John 3:16). 
The amount of your pledge commitment is not as important as the act of making and keeping a commitment. Just as God, in love, 
has committed to provide us with good gifts, so too should we experience the joy of making our own commitments for the 
Stewardship Ministry for 2010. 

The Stewardship and Budget Committee 

World on Fire! 
Urban Plunge 2009 – “Go Light Your World” 

 
On Nov. 6, 2009, Youth Groups from all over the Lake 
Michigan Presbytery will be traveling to Westminster for a 
weekend full of service, fellowship and fun. From Friday night 
to Sunday morning worship, youth will be experiencing 
together what it means to spread Christ’s light to those around 
us. Middle school and high school youth will be worshiping 
together, serving together and playing together while 
experiencing the community of Grand Rapids. We will be 
working at a variety of ministries and organizations throughout 
Grand Rapids getting our hands dirty and helping those in need. 
Watch for the youth on Sunday Nov. 8 during worship and 
greet them before or after. We look forward to sharing our 
space and our community with this wonderful group of kids and 
adults! 
 

Youth Group Events – October 2009 
 

Oct. 4 –   Middle School Youth Group  4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
   Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Oct. 11 – Middle School Youth Group  4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
    Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Oct. 18 – Middle School Youth Group  4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
    Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
Oct. 25 – Middle School Youth Group  4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
    Sr. High Youth Group  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm 
 

Dinner $5 
 

Check the website for updates and more info:  
www.wpcyg.org 

Y O U T H  &  Y O U N G  A D U L T S  
Randy Flood, Nate Roosien, Christy Roosien 
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P R E S B Y T E R Y  N O T E S  
Ardath McCall, Anne Weirich 

LGBT FAMILY & FRIENDS  
Ben, Boerkel, Anne Weirich 

Mark your calendar!  
You won’t want to miss the Presbyterian Women’s Fall 
Retreat Friday, October 16 & Saturday, October 17 at 
Camp Henry, entitled “Learned By Heart” and presented 
by Pastor Chandler Stokes.  An informational flyer and 
registration form is available on the PWW bulletin board. 
Cost is $35.    
Deadline for applications is October 5th. 

PWW RETREAT 
OCTOBER 16-17 2009 

ATTENTION ALL ORDAINED  
P.C.U.S.A. (Westminster) ELDERS 

 
If you are an ordained elder of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. 
and you would be willing to serve communion at 
W e s t m i n s t e r ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  N O T 
receiving regular, semi annual cards to notify us of your 
tentative available dates, please contact Stephen Baron, Elder 
for Worship at 676-9883. 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS, continued 
 
True  North is a campus ministry of the Presbytery of Lake 
Michigan for students attending Grand Rapids Community College, 
Kendall College of Art and Design and the Pew and Cook -DeVos 
campuses of GVSU. Our mission is to help students discover the 
important connections between their Christian faith and their career and 
life choices. 
 
Our focus on the relationship between career and faith makes True 
North a unique and non traditional campus ministry. Our method of 
ministry is intentionally collaborative. We work with student groups to 
bring speakers and movies to the college campus to spark Christian 
reflection and discussion. We provide small group discussion 
opportunities for students to think about God’s call on their lives. We 
offer students the opportunity to meet with Christian professionals in 
their career fields to explore issues and ask questions about faith and 
work. 
 
If you know a college student who lives or studies in downtown Grand 
Rapids, please tell them about True North - and tell us about them. 
 
If you are interested in meeting once or twice with a small group of 
students to share your experience of how your faith has shaped your 
career, please contact True North. 
 
For more information about True North, visit our website, 
www.truenorthonline.org, visit our Face Book page, True North 
Camp u s  M in i s t ry  o f  co n tac t  Nan cy Jan i sch  a t 
nancy@truenorthonline.org. 

A Space for Grace  
Westminster Presbyterian Church is please to host this dialogue 
between LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
questioning) and straight folks Thursday, October 15, 2009 
from 7-9 PM  in our Chapel. 

 
Where faith & sexuality intersect 

The context of our rich and varied faith experiences and our 
spiritual lives will enable us to listen thoughtfully to one 
another sharing about our beliefs and feelings. We will begin to 
build skills to communicate across identities, build 
relationships, and become more welcoming in our lives and 
communities.  

 
How can we safely engage the 

challenging conversations? 
It is hoped that this introductory session will lead to further 
opportunities for continued dialogue. To register for this 
program, please email walt.marston@att.net to register or with 
questions. 

Jointly Coordinated by:  
� Westminster Presbyterian LGBT Family & Friends 

(westminstergr.com) 
� Emergent West Michigan 

(emergentwestmichigan.blogspot.com) 
� B1: Catalyst for Inclusion  

(b1catalyst.org) 

N AT I O N A L  C O M I N G  O U T  D AY  
   

Saturday, October 17, you are invited to join us 
for a potluck in the Westminster Gathering 
Place.  The potluck will begin with a meet-and-
greet at 6:30 p.m.; dinner will follow at 7:00 
p.m. 

Musical entertainment will be provided by the 
West Michigan Gay Men's Chorus.  Participants 
are asked to bring a salad, entree, or dessert to 
pass; table service, soft drinks, and coffee will be 
provided.   

Please join us in celebration of all persons who 
support the dignity, respect, honor, and fair 
treatment for all, whether gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, questioning, or straight. 

F I N E  A R T  N E W SF I N E  A R T  N E W SF I N E  A R T  N E W S    
During the month of October, the WPC Art During the month of October, the WPC Art During the month of October, the WPC Art 
Gallery will feature the new watercolors by Elsa Gallery will feature the new watercolors by Elsa Gallery will feature the new watercolors by Elsa 
McFarland and Marjory Kempers.  Please stop McFarland and Marjory Kempers.  Please stop McFarland and Marjory Kempers.  Please stop 
by and enjoy!by and enjoy!by and enjoy!   



October 2009 Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Room Legend:

27 28 29 30 1 2 3   {CA} Chapel
-6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @  Presbytery Youth Training Seminar @ Camp Greenwood -   {ND} Dining Room (North Side)
-Susie's Cafe' - OS  AIDS Walk -   {DR} Dining Room (South Side)
-9:00 AM Piano Tuning - Maintenance - SA  Heritage Hill Tours -   {GP} Gathering Place
-9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR   {MR} Multi Purpose Room
-10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP   {KI} Kitchen
-7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR   {PR} Pastoral Reception

  {RR} Rehearsal Room
  {SA} Sanctuary
  {CR} Conference Room
  {PA} Parlor
  {FP} Food Pantry
  {YR} Youth Room

4 5 6 7 8 9 10   {EH} Education Hour
 World Communion Sunday - -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @  "What Is Truth?: Our Ultimate Unknowing" Retreat - OS   {OS} Off Site

-8:30 AM Worship w/ WW communion - SA -6:00 PM Session Dinner - PA -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -10:00 AM Ruth Eastwood Circle - PA -Susie's Cafe' - OS 8:00 AM County Wide Food Drive - DR, FP   {CH} Camp Henry
-9:40 AM Education Hour - EH -7:00 PM Camp Henry Finance - CR -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -9:30 AM Spiritual Formation - LI   {CO} Camp Henry Office
-10:55 AM Worship w/WWcommunion/Texas -7:30 PM Session Meeting - DR -7:00 PM Camp Henry Safety Meeting - CO -12:00 PM Eaton Circle - OS -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR   {LI} Library
-Commissioning - SA -7:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting - PR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP   Calendar Event
-12:15 PM Nominating Committee - PA -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA -12:00 PM Mary Martha Potluck - DR, PA
-12:15 PM Stewardship Forum - CA -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP -6:30 PM HEA Presbytery Meeting - CR
-4:00 PM Communion @ Porter Hills - OS -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group - ND, DR, -6:00 PM New Members Orientation - GP, PA
-GM, KI, YR -6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR
-5:30 PM Dégagé Food Pick-up - KI -7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group - ND, DR, GM, -7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR
- KI, YR
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 Fish Camp - Texas Mission Trip - OS

-8:30 AM Worship - SA -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @  PWW Retreat @ Camp Henry - CH
-9:40 AM Education Hour - EH -7:00 PM Adminstrative Deacons Meeting - CR -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -7:30 AM Personnel Committee Meeting - LI -Susie's Cafe' - OS -8:00 AM Set for Stewardship luncheon - DR
-10:55 AM Worship - SA -7:00 PM Caring Deacons Meeting - DR -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR -6:00 PM GLBT Potluck - GP
-12:15 PM Stewardship Forum - CA -4:00 PM True North Meeting - CR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -5:30 PM Health Ministries Meeting - LI -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA -11:00 AM Westminster Presbyterian Adults (Bus 
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group - ND, DR, -7:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting - PR -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP -Trip) - OS
-GM, KI, YR -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA -12:00 PM Birthday Potluck - DR
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group - ND, DR, GM, -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA -12:30 PM Mary Martha Circle - PA
- KI, YR -6:00 PM New Members Orientation w/ Staff - -5:30 PM Membership Growth & Development 
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR -GP, PA -Committee - LI

-6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR -7:00 PM Walter Marsden - Got Inclusion - CA
-7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
-8:30 AM Worship - SA -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @ -6:00 PM Youth @ Degage - OS
-9:40 AM Education Hour - EH -6:30 PM Trustees Meeting - DR -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -Susie's Cafe' - OS
-10:55 AM Worship/Receiving New Members - SA -7:00 PM Childrens Ministries Committee Meeting -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR
-12:15 PM Stewardship Luncheon - ND, DR -- CR -12:00 PM Memorial Trust - CR -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-12:15 PM Winds Rehearsal - RR -7:00 PM World Wide Ministries Committee - PA -6:00 PM Camp Henry Marketing Committee - PA -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP -12:30 PM Mary Martha Circle - PA
-12:20 PM Community Ministries Meeting - CR -7:00 PM Worship Committee Meeting - PR -6:30 PM Camp Henry Board Meeting - DR -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA -1:30 PM WPA Steering Committee - CR
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -7:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting - PR -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA -2:00 PM College of Elders - CA
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group - ND, DR, -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR -6:00 PM Harvest Potluck Dinner ( Sanctuary 
-GM, KI, YR -7:00 PM WCDC Board of Directors - CR -7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI -Choir) - DR
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group - ND, DR, GM, -7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
- KI, YR
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR
-7:00 PM Westminster Fiction  Book Group - PA
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
 All Church Ministry Fair - GP -1:00 PM Ann Rinck Quilters - MR -7:00 AM Men's Prayer Breakfast - CR -6:30 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast - OS -6:20 AM Senior High Prayer Breakfast @ 

-8:30 AM Worship - SA -7:00 PM Peace & Justice Coalation Committee - LI -9:00 AM Peanut Project - ND -11:30 AM Churchmen's Luncheon - ND -Susie's Cafe' - OS
-9:40 AM Education Hour - EH -7:00 PM Take My Hands - PA -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP -12:00 PM Grand Rapids Clergy - CR -9:30 AM Spiritual Formation - LI
-10:55 AM Worship - SA -5:30 PM Health Ministries Meeting - CR -4:30 PM Hard Times Café - ND -9:30 AM Thursday Morning Bible Study - CR
-12:15 PM Winds Rehearsal - RR -7:00 PM Elisabeth Circle - LI -4:45 PM Cantus Choir - RR, SA -10:30 AM Food Pantry - FP
-3:00 PM Gail Monsma's Ordination Service - GP, SA -7:00 PM Joy Circle @  Wealthy Street Bakery -5:00 PM "WOW" Dinner - GP -12:30 PM Mary Martha Circle - PA
-4:30 PM Kirk Singers - RR -- OS -5:15 PM Cherub Choir - RR, SA -7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal - RR
-4:30 PM Middle School Youth Group - ND, DR, -7:00 PM Nominating Committee Meeting - PR -5:45 PM Carol Choir - RR, SA
-GM, KI, YR -7:00 PM Social Skills For Children with F.A.S. - MR -6:30 PM Spanish Class - CR
-5:30 PM Senior High Youth Group - ND, DR, GM, -7:00 PM Evergreen Circle - LI
- KI, YR -7:00 PM Middle School  (WOW) - YR
-6:30 PM Chapel Singers - RR
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We had a great turn out for WOW (Westminster on Wednesday) in September.  Thank you for your enthusiasm 
and patience as we work through this new program.  Childcare is available from 6:45  pm-8:45 pm upon request so 
please let us know if you require childcare.  Also, we are suggesting a one time $5 donation per individual/couple 
each month to help defray our overhead costs, which include childcare. 
 
Our Middle School youth are invited to join in the fun on Wednesday evenings.  You can start out with dinner in 

the Gathering Place and then head down to the Youth Lounge for a time to just hang out, work on homework, talk and connect mid-
week.  For those that are interested, you can use this time to knit for the Hats for Heartside program or scarves for the PWW 
Valentine bags.  If you can’t make it for dinner, feel free to bring a snack and Jones Sodas or make your own Italian Sodas will be 
available each time.  No registration needed, just come when you can.  Contact Christy Roosien @ christyr@westminstergr.com 
with questions. 

Heart of Tradition: Render Unto God - Stewardship Essentials 
October 7, 21 & 28 (no class on Oct. 14, but dinner will be served) 

7:00 pm 
Leaders: Chandler Stokes and Steve Pastoor 

 
Since everything has been given to us by God, all Christians are called to be stewards, caretakers – of the earth, of the wealth we 
have been given, and the lives we have been blessed to live.  It’s about money, but it’s not just about money.  This course is a 
workshop in the stewardship of our lives and the blessings that God has given us. 
 
To register, please contact Susan Jennings at 717-5542 or susanj@westmoinstergr.com.  You may also register on our website, 
www.westminstergr.com. 
 

Coming in November:  Transformed by the Renewing of our Minds: Growing in the Life of Faith (Nov. 4, 11, 18)   
November childcare reservation requested by October 12! 

EDUCATION & FORMATION  
Susan Jennings,  Sherri l l  Vore  

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT  
Kathy Speeter,  Susan Jennings 

Our next New Member Orientation is scheduled for October 7 & 14, 6:00 pm - 9:00, with dinner.   
Childcare will be available upon request.   

 
New members participating in this orientation will be received on Sunday, October 18 at the 10:55 service. 

 
To register, please contact Susan Jennings,  Minister for Membership Development,  

at  616-717-5542 or susanj@westminstergr.com. 

We are so pleased to announce 
the arrival of the new Director of 

the Center, Tequia Adams.  She 
comes with excellent professional 

and personal qualifications.  
Amber Marz-Momany, whose 

leadership as interim director was 
outstanding, continues as Assistant 

Director. 
 
 
 
 
 

WCDC will host a fundraiser at 
Barnes and Noble Book Store at 
Woodland Mall on November 7.  
Come and check out their newest 
store, do a little early Christmas 
shopping and help raise some 

money for the WCDC! 
A book signing by Newberry 
Award winner Gary Schmidt, 

former Calvin College Professor, 
will take place that day. 

Mention the WCDC when you 
check out, and we get 10% of your 

total sale! 

We need two comfy chairs for 
cuddling babies in our infant 

room.  
The old chairs have snuggled so 

many tots that the staples are 
threatening to poke  

little arms & legs. 
Please contact Tequia Adams at 
tequiaa@westminstergr.com or  
717-5548 if you can help with a 

donation. 

Wes t m in st er  C h il d  D eve l o pm e nt  C e nt er  N ew s 
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EDUCATION & FORMATION,  cont inued 
Heather  Lunt,  Sherril l  Vore 

ADULT EDUCATION:  Kirk Academy  
(meets 9:40-10:40 a.m. each Sunday) 

 
Oct 4 The Reality of God: The Great Debate 
 Freud is famous for his well-argued position that God is 

a human construct.  C. S. Lewis is equally famous for 
his shift from an atheistic position to that of articulate 
believer.  Join us this morning as we examine their 
arguments and their points of intersection. 

 Leader: Eric D. Achtyes, M.D.; Clinical Assistant 
Professor, MSU College of Human Medicine and 
Attending Psychiatrist at Touchstone Innovare.  

 Meets in the Chapel 
 
 Border Ministry Friends 
 On this World Wide Communion Sunday we are 

privileged to have with us representatives from the 
Border Ministry in Juarez, Mexico, where WPC 
members have participated in several mission work trips 
in the past few years.  Amy Robinson and Jaime 
Arellando will bring us updates on the work there.  

 Meets in the South Dining Room 
 
Oct 11 Christian Wellness: Mind and Spirit 
 This will be the first in an occasional series exploring 

the faith dimension of counseling for both therapist and 
client. What is Christian Counseling and does it differ 
from “regular” counseling?  How does good psychology 
weave together with faith and the proclamation of God’s 
goodness?  We’ll begin with a panel led by Remi Rakipi, 
Family Counselor and Westminster’s pre-marital 
counselor and Jan Schregardus, Professor of Sociology 
and Psychology at Grace Bible College.  Both are WPC 
members. Meets in the Chapel 

 
Oct 18 A Theology of Gratitude   
 Join us for an opportunity to reflect and discuss together 

the biblical witness to the gifts of life and spirit.  As we 
share our own experiences of abundance, anxiety and 
hope we will deepen our understanding of the nature and 
nurture of stewardship as a way of being rather than a 
time of year.  Leader: Rev. Chandler Stokes.  Meets in 
the Chapel 

 
Oct 25 ALL CHURCH MINISTRY FAIR! 
 Gathering Place 
 
Oct 4-25 The Bible Speaks Today 

Our weekly Sunday morning Bible study group is 
continuing the study of the Kerygma survey course, 
Discovering the Bible. Designed to help participants 
acquire a solid grasp of the flow of the story of faith, this 
study explores the major themes, events and people of 
both testaments. It is a solid, thoughtful study for both 
those quite new to biblical study and for those with more 
experience.  You are welcome to join us in process!  
We’ll catch you up!  Leaders: Nancy Janisch & Steve 
Jones. 
Meets each Sunday morning in the Library 

CHILDREN’S EDUCATION 
  
3, 4 and 5  Meet DOWNSTAIRS in the   
year olds Preschool Room 

Our preschoolers and kindergartners use a 
curriculum called Rock Solid which 
introduces them to foundational stories of 
our faith.  During October they will be 
learning about Moses, both as a baby and 
as a leader of his people.  Teachers:  Bill 
Van Skiver and _____________. 

 
1st – 5th  Meet UPSTAIRS for FaithSteps 
Graders   

Our theme for this year is Witnesses to the 
Presence of God.  We began last month 
with Moses and will continue exploring 
the ways in which Moses, the Hebrew 
people and the Egyptians witnessed God’s 
presence as we learn about the plagues and 
how the Hebrew people passed through 
the waters to freedom.  In our Desert 
Room this month the children will 
participate in an abbreviated Seder meal as 
they learn how the Jewish people 
remember these important events.  
Teachers for this month are: Julie 
Duisterhof, Steve Yared, Sonja Fryer, Jane 
French, Judy Poll-Droste and Anita 
Sukenik. 

GOLF MARATHON HOLE IN ONE! 
 
The weather couldn't have been more promising early 
on Monday, September 14 when 17 golfers teed off at 
Gracewil Country Club for Camp Henry's first ever 
Golf Marathon. Each golfer promised to play "100 
holes" best ball format as they rounded the 18 hole 
course two full times. Volunteers provided lunch, 
snacks and cold drinks through out the day. There was 
even a chair massage available on the 10th hole! 
 
Golfers included WPC members, camper parents, 
alumni campers and alumni counselors.  A special 
thanks to all of them for giving us an entire day of 
their time and energy as well as a few extra days of 
sore muscles! 
 
Thanks as well to the Golf Committee and all of the 
other volunteers who came out to Gracewil during the 
event and helped out. 
 
The funds raised by this event will be used to support 
Camp Henry's mission – to provide life changing 
experiences for all in a Christian environment. 

CAMP HENRY 
Joel ,  Schul tze ,  Dennis  VanKampen 
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S M A L L  G R O U P S  

CHURCHMEN’S LUNCHEONS 
Don Gordon 

Weekly Buffet Luncheon  at 11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation 

Donation $4.00 
 

October Wednesdays 
Oct. 7 

Oct. 14 
Oct. 21 
Oct. 28 

 
All are welcome to this ecumenical gathering! 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Adults 

 

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 15th 
WPA Bus Trip to Alma College 

We will leave Porter Hills Oct. 15 at 8:30, and depart 
Westminster at 9:00 for a color tour trip.  We will stop 
for coffee and Dick Rincks’s sticky buns at Carson 
City before continuing on to Alma for a wonderful 
lunch.  The bus will travel a different route home so 
we can enjoy more color. The fee is $10.00 per 
person. Come join us! 

 
 

F I C T I O N  B O O K  G R O U P   

Doug Dowling 
 

Westminster Fiction Reading Group meets monthly on the 3rd 
Sunday at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  Here’s a sneak peek at the fall 
reading list.   All books are in paper back and can be obtained at 
the library or on that month's Book Group table at Schuler's 
Books on 28th Street at a 20% discount.  

 
Oct. 18th  The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society 
 by Mary Anne Shaffer 
  
Nov. 15th  A Thread Of Grace 
 by Mary Doria Russell 
  
December -  No Meeting  - 
  
Jan. 17th  On Kingdom Mountain 
 by Howard Frank Mosher 

Ruth Eastwood Circle will meet Wednesday, 
October 7, at 10 am in the church Parlor.  Please study 
Chapter 7 of A Geography of God.  For further information, 
contact Stephanie Fryer 534-2905. 

Mary Martha Circle  Members (and anyone who is 
interested in joining) are invited to the Fall Salad Luncheon, 
Thursday, October 8, Noon, in the Dining Room. Attendees 
with last names beginning A-K, please bring a salad to 
share.  Rolls and dessert will be provided.  The book we will 
read & discuss this fall is An Altar in The World by Barbara 
Brown Taylor. Call Mindy Spillane for more info: 464-0861. 

Joy Circle meets Tuesday, October 27, 7 p.m. at the 
Wealthy Street Bakery. 
Evergreen Circle Our regular weekly meetings begin 
on Wednesday, October 7, at 7 p.m. in the Westminster 
library.  We're using the book Joshua: A Journey of Faith, by 
Mary Mikhael,. Contact Mary Jane at 942-1837 or 
mjlamse@hotmail.com to register or order the book.  

Elisabeth Circle invites members and guests to our 
meeting  on Tuesday, October 20, at 6 p.m..  Our study 
book is vol. 2 of Listening For God.  If you do not have the 
book, we will share with you or help you get one.   Call 
Bernice Rynders, 447-9129, for more information 

Eaton Circle will host a meeting on Wednesday, 
October 7 at Noon at Porter Hills (near the Village Café).  
After lunch, a group Bible study is planned.  Call Genny 
Bratschie at 676-4191 for more information. 

ATTENTION ALL FABRIC ARTISTS 
 

If you have gifts in the art of needlework, quilting, 
weaving, crochet, etc., and would like to use these 
talents working with the Worship Committee in the 
creation of new cloths for Westminster’s Communion 
Table, please contact Elder Stephen Baron (676-
9883) or Committee Member Ina Jane Hollenbeck 
(698-9623). 

TAKE MY HANDS Returns October 26 
 
Take My Hands will have an abbreviated schedule this year 
and will return October 26 at 7 p.m.  Until then, we urge all 
Presbyterian Women to keep their hands busy: 
a Knit comforts shawls for adults, baby blankets and 

scarves for the Valentine Bag Project. 
a Sew baby gowns for Africa. 
a Make the fleece blankets we use for our Baby Kits for 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  No sewing required! 
 
If you would like instruction for any of the above projects, 
contact Kathryn Wylie (940-9814) or Lexy McCulloch (475-
6188).  Need hands on help getting started?  We will be 
happy to arrange that, too. 

The Nominating Committee is now accepting nominations 
for Elders for Membership Growth & Development, 
Community Ministries, Family Ministries, and Clerk of 
Session. The WPC Deacon program also would like your 
nominations for Caring, Sustaining and Administrative 
deacons. Please direct your nominations to Sue Bylsma at 
suzanbylsma@yahoo.com or 940-1474. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Sue Bylsma,  Chandler Sto kes  
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 IN OUR CONGREGATION  

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
� Beverly Orr, recovering at Railside Assisted Living 

Center in Byron Center. 
� Vicky Hill as she recovers from surgery. 
� Elaine Lester undergoing chemotherapy. 
� Bill Yonkman as he recovers from surgery. 
� Larry Merryweather as he recovers from surgery. 
� Millie Nims, recovering from surgery. 
� David Hawley, as he leaves our staff for new vistas. 
� Caroline Schoonbeck and Robert Semeyn, who 

have died, and their families and friends. 
 

Please make use of the Weenink Prayer Room, 
located between the Library and the Chapel, to 
remember these and others in your prayers. 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS THROUGH WESTMINSTER   
Attention High School Juniors & Seniors:  Did you know the 
Westminster has two scholarships available to church members 
to attend Alma College?  That’s right.  If you are a junior or 
senior and beginning to look at colleges, think about Alma 
College.  Many of our current church members attended 
Alma.  It’s intimate and academically tough with over 90% of 
science major who apply to medical or graduate school getting 
acceptance.  Majors are offered in a variety of fields.  For more 
information go alma.edu or contact Carolyn Schultz @ 
ceschultz760@sbcglobal.net. 
SEEKING GREETERS:  The Membership Growth & 
Development Committee is looking for friendly people to help 
greet on Sunday mornings.  All that is required is a smile and a 
warm hello to all those that enter our doors.  If you are 
interested, please contact Susan Jennings @ 717-5542 or 
susanj@westminstergr.com.   
ORGAN RECITAL PLANNED:  Helen Hofmeister Hawley will be 
giving an organ recital at 12:15 on Tuesday, October 13, at Park 
Congregational Church as a guest of their noon recital series. 
CAMP HENRY OCTOBER  EVENTS:  
Mom & Me Weekend - October 2-4, 2009:  Mom, aunts and 
grandmas - bring your kids for all Camp Henry has to offer: 
canoeing, fishing, hiking, archery, arts & crafts, climbing wall and 
much more!  Ages: ALL Cost: $75 per person or $25 per person 
for just Saturday.  
Dad & Me Weekend - October 16-18, 2009:  Calling all dads, 
uncles and grandpas - enjoy quality time with fun activities with 
your kids! For all ages. Cost: $75 per person or $25 per person 
for just Saturday.  
Fall Fun Fest - October 31, 2009:  Bring the entire family and 
enjoy activities designed for everyone - everything from hayrides 
to nature walks!  All ages, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. Cost: $5 per 
person or $20 for the entire family. 
 
 

Thank You Notes 
 
To our wonderful church family: 
 
The Schultz and the Fryer Family would like to 
thank our church family for your thoughts and 
prayers during our mother’s illness and eventual 
death.  We have felt uplifted and supported by 
your love and caring.  The amount of the 
donations to the Virginia Schultz Memorial 
Scholarship to Alma College is overwhelming and 
demonstrates how much our mother was blessed 
and loved by this congregation.  By your 
generosity the scholarship is almost fully 
endowed!  Praise the lord.  Westminster is truly a 
place where God’s love has found a dwelling 
place. 
 
Blessings to you all, 
Carolyn Schultz, Robert Schultz,  
Sonja, Jim, Nathaniel, and Grace Fryer 

 
 
 

What a wonderfully supporting and loving 
family  I  have  found here  at 
Westminster!  During the difficult time of 
my husband Jim McCall’s illness and death, I 
experienced love and prayers beyond 
description.   
 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, I thank you 
one and all.   
Ardath McCall  

Westminster Welcomes . . . 
 
New staff members Lee Sullivan, Assistant to 
Associate Pastoral Staff and Mark Lodenstein, 
Facilities Manager.  Both Mark and Lee joined our 
staff in September.   
 
Look for profiles and photos in the November issue 
of Chimes.  Meanwhile, drop in and offer that 
customary Westminster warmth to the newest 
members of your staff! 
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WESTMINSTER CHURCH  
to be honored at G.R.A.C.E. Gala 

T he Grand Rapids Area Center for Ecumenism (GRACE) will 
recognize Westminster Presbyterian Church at its Gala 

Fundraiser Dinner on Tuesday, October 27, 2009 at the 
Dominican Center at Marywood (2025 East Fulton).  Our 
congregation will be honored along with Kuyper College for 
ecumenical work in building a community of compassion and 
justice.  The keynote speaker will be Charles Honey, former 
Religion Editor of The Grand Rapids Press.    

G RACE is a religious, non-profit organization that provides educational, advocacy and social justice 
programs focusing on hunger, homelessness, racial justice, poverty, restorative justice and 

transportation. Our mission is “creating a community of compassion and justice by organizing responses to 
human need and issues of faith.”  GRACE actively builds relationships, connects people across boundaries 
and celebrates 37 years of ecumenical service in the community in 2009. 

I nvitations will be available at the Mission table in October.  Stop by and reserve your seat! 

 

We are honored to be recognized by GRACE, and hope to see you at this celebration!   




