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M E E T  O U R  S T A F F  

M E M B E R S H I P  G R O W T H  &  D E V E L O P M E N T  
Kathy Speeter,  Susan Jennings 

David Hawley grew up in a 
small town, Palisades Park in 
New Jersey, just out side of 
New York City. A 1979 
graduate of Bergen County 
Vocational Technical School 
studying stationary engineering, 
he was raised in All Saints 
Episcopal Church Leonia N.J. 
David also served a short stint 
in a small country Methodist 
church during his twenties.  
 

After meeting wife Ruth Lowry (ordained RCA) in 
October 1992, the two were married in August 1993. 
David spent ten  years with RCA while Ruth was an 
installed pastor; she is now a Chaplin with Hospice. When 
the family came to Grand Rapids, David rediscovered his 
Episcopal roots while working at St. Mark’s Church. He 
currently splits his professional time between St Mark’s 
and Westminster, and adds, “I make a good ecumenical 
mutt.” 

David & Ruth have two children, Daniel 13, and Margaret 
12, two dogs Philip and Phoebe and lives just north of 
Zeeland. 

A graduate of Michigan State 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  M i c h e l e 
Trevathan has developed her 
s k i l l s  i n  n o n p r o f i t 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
communications, graphic 
design through work with 
several nonprofits in West 
Michigan. 
After a ten-year break from the 
workforce to raise her  son, 
Graham, who will attend 
Goodwillie Environmental 
School this fall, Michele took 
over our publications in 
December 2008. 
A Battle Creek-area farm girl by birth, she has exhibited 
horses, goats, cattle and garden produce at county fairs, 
and continues to utilize her green thumb as an avid 
gardener on GR northeast side where she and husband, 
Chris, make their home.  Both have been active members 
of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church for many years, where 
Michele continues to sing in the St. Dunstan’s choir. 
Together, this fun-loving family enjoys spoiling their 
dog, Maya,  exploring their Celtic heritage, laughing and 
just spending time together. 

ATTENTION BUSY BEES OF WESTMINSTER! 
 
We will be scheduling another Church Cleaning Day as RENEW work in the Sanctuary wraps up.   Once the window repairs are 
done and heavy cleaning is complete, we will need our friends to gather again and make our place of worship shine.   The date 
will likely fall sometime in August, so you will have time to build up your dusting muscles! 
 
If you would like to be kept up to date on the plans, contact Mindy Spillane: wayne.spillane@comcast.net.  Keep watching your 
Chimes for more information as it becomes available. 

Our next New Member Orientation is scheduled for October 7 & 14, 6:00 pm - 9:00, with dinner.  Childcare will be 
available.  New members participating in this orientation will be received on Sunday, October 18.  To register, please contact Susan 
Jennings,  Minister for Membership Development, at  616-717-5542 or susanj@westminstergr.com. 
 

v 
For those of you that still receive the Grand Rapids Press, you may have noticed that we have discontinued our advertisement in 
Saturday’s paper.  Due to the drop in overall circulation of the Press, and changes in the way people gather information, the 
Membership Growth & Development committee and staff have agreed that the significant cost involved is not the most effective 
use of our limited resources.  We will, however, continue to advertise in the paper for Christmas and Easter worship, and a general 
advertisement is included in the Grand Rapids Convention and Visitors Bureau Guide, available to visitors at local hotels, tourist 
destinations, etc.  Our worship schedule is always available in the Chimes, the bulletin and also on our website: 
www.westminstergr.com 
 
We will continue to explore other avenues to promote the work and life of our church.  If you have further questions about this 
change, please contact Susan Jennings, Minister for Membership Development, at  616-717-5542 or susanj@westminstergr.com. 
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S M A L L  G R O U P S  

CHURCHMEN’S LUNCHEONS 
Don Gordon 

Weekly Buffet Luncheon  at 11:30 a.m. 
Followed by Christian Fellowship & Meditation 

Donation $4.00 
 

Aug. 5 Rev. Mr. Mike Baynai TBD 

 Head of Staff  
 John Knox Presbyterian Church. 
 
 

Aug. 12 Rev. Dr. Clint Cozier TBD 
 Head of Staff 
 Cherry Valley Presbyterian Church 
 
Aug. 19 Rev. Mr. Angel Rodriguez “I CAN” 

 Mr. Rodriguez is the Director of 
 the “I CAN Program” of Life 
 Guidance Services. 

 
Aug. 26 Rev. Mr. John L. Francis “Personal   
 Mr. Francis is a retired  Energy   
 Methodist Minister and now  Transportation”     
 ministers in providing               
 the gift of mobility.  
 

All are welcome—bring a friend! 

Westminster Presbyterian 
Adults 

 

Kay Kretzchmer, Anne Weirich, Nancy Clodfelder 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Luncheons wil l  resume  
September 10th 

 
WPA Bus Trip to Alma College 

Thursday, October 15 
 

Unti l  then,  
enjoy your summer! 

 
 

F I C T I O N  B O O K  G R O U P   

Westminster Fiction Reading Group meets monthly on 
Sunday evening at 7:00 pm in the Parlor.  Here’s a sneak peek 
at the fall reading list.   All books are in paper back and can be 
obtained at the library or on that month's Book Group table at 
Schuler's Books on 28th Street at a 20% discount.  
 
Sept. 20th  Brothers Karamazov 
 by Fyodor Dostoyevsky 
  
Oct. 18th  The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Society 
 by Mary Anne Shaffer 
  
Nov. 15th  A Thread Of Grace 
 by Mary Doria Russell 
  
December -  No Meeting  - 
  
Jan. 17th  On Kingdom Mountain 
 by Howard Frank Mosher 

Summer Splash! 
 
 
Bob & Edie Van Sprange are hosting a 
pool party at their home in Hudsonville for 
the Westminster LGBT Family and Friends 
on Saturday, August 15 beginning at 4:00 
p.m., with dinner around 6:00 p.m.  Food, 
non-alcoholic beverages and table service 
will be provided; attendees are welcome to 
bring other beverages.    
 
For more information or to reserve your 
space at this event, please contact Ben 
Boerkoel at bjb1054@sbcglobal.net or 
949-4099 no later than Saturday, August 
8.  All current and new Family and Friends 
are welcome to attend! 
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 IN OUR CONGREGATION  

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  
OF WESTMINSTER  

Lexy McCulloch & Kathryn Wylie 

 
The good works of Presbyterian Women of Westminster 
can go even farther if members of the congregation 
commit to purchasing some of the supplies for our Gift of 
the Heart Kits.  This is a great family project as you do 
your back to school shopping when prices for many of 
the listed items are discounted!!  Bring your items (pick 
anything from the lists below) to the PWW table at the 
Church Fair on October 25 or to the greeter’s desk and 
ask that they be held for later pickup by a PWW 
member.  
 
Baby Kit Items  
Cloth diapers (available at Target) Baby  washcloths 
Diaper pins   Receiving blankets 
Gowns or sleepers  Sweater or sweatshirt 
T-shirt or undershirt (no onesies, please) 
 
Hygiene Kit   
1 hand towel (approx. 16" x 28", no fingertip or bath towels) 
1 washcloth   1 wide-tooth comb  
1 nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards)   
1 bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)  
1 toothbrush (in original packaging) 
6 Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 
For a complete Hygiene kit, seal all items in a one-gallon 
plastic bag with a zipper closure. 
 
School Kit Items 
1 pair child’s blunt scissors 1 12” plastic ruler 
1 pencil sharpener  6 new pencils with erasers 
(we have lots)  1 large eraser  
1 box of 24 crayons 
Three 70-page spiral-bound notebooks of ruled paper 8-1/2" 
X 11", containing 210 sheets of paper. No filler paper, please. 
For a complete School kit, place all items in a 12" x 
14" to 14" x 16" finished size cotton cloth bag with 
cloth handles. 

Continuing In Our Thoughts and Prayers . . . 
♦ Beverly Orr, recovering at Tender Care in Wyoming. 
♦ Dick & Brenda Prince, on the death in March of Dick’s 

brother Bill Prince of East Lansing. 
♦ Larry Merryweather, awaiting medical diagnosis. 
♦ Jane Altena continues to receive care following her 

stroke.  Cards would be welcome reminders that she is 
in our prayers.  After August 8, address cards to: 
Sheldon Meadows Living Center, Jane Altena, RM C5, 
4482 Port Sheldon St, Hudsonville, 49426.  

♦ Virginia Schultz, under care at Spectrum Health. 
♦ Elaine Lester 

ATTENTION ALL FABRIC ARTISTS 
 

If you have gifts in the art of needlework, quilting, 
weaving, crochet, etc., and would like to use these 
talents working with the Worship Committee in the 
creation of new cloths for Westminster’s Communion 
Table, please contact Elder Stephen Baron (676-
9883) or Committee Member Ina Jane Hollenbeck 
(698-9623). 

WESTMINSTER WORKS 
A RESOURCE FOR DEALING  
WITH EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 

  
Westminster members who are out of work or underemployed 
have asked for help to find re-employment or upgrade their job. 
Others may be in need of help but choose not to “go public” with 
their problems. 
 
WESTMINSTER WORKS is a new, strictly confidential, 
Deacon sponsored program designed to help members deal with 
all aspects of re-employment. This will include resume writing, 
networking, interview techniques and financial management. 
 
Members of the congregation experienced in such matters have 
volunteered to assist in this effort. Westminster has affiliated with 
Employment Resource Services (an ecumenical offshoot of a 
program at Calvary Church.)   Our members will have open 
access to excellent job listings, all their professional resources, an 
extensive web site and placement professionals free of charge. 
Modest charges may occur for special seminars and workshops. 
 
Elder Larry Bratschie has volunteered to oversee this confidential 
program. He may be reached at 616 299 6246 or 616 676 4191, e-
mail to larbratch@msn.com.  Rev. Anne Weirich may also be 
contacted (717 5544 or annew@westminstergr.com) if members 
have questions about Westminster WORKS.  

Please make use of the Weenink Prayer Room, 
located between the Library and the Chapel, to 
remember these and others in your prayers. 
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What exactly is WOW? 

•A time of fellowship with our Westminster family & friends! 
•A home-style meal already prepared for you! 
• Intriguing small group studies! 
•A continuation of children’s choir rehearsals! 
•Childcare provided! 

 
Schedule of events: 

 
4:45-5:15 ................Cantus Choir (4 and 5 yr olds) 
5:15-5:45 ................Cherub Choir (1st and 2nd grade) 
5:45-6:30 ................Carol Choir (3rd- 5th grade) 
5:00-7:00 ................Dinner in Gathering Place 
6:30-8:30 ................Spanish Class (July 8 - Nov 18) 
7:00-8:30 “What Is Truth?:  Our Ultimate Unknowing”   
 (Sep. 9 - 30, w/retreat on October 9-10) 
7:00-8:30 ................“Make A Joyful Noise” - Divine Worship  (Sept. 9 - 23) 

 
More details about WOW are coming soon! 




